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N the firſt of FI B 


Pieces, which conſtitute the pre- 


ſent volume, I have endeavoured to 
point out the folly and odrouſne/s of 
pride, the beauty and amuableneſs of hu= 
mility, and the advantages which 
may be derived from the different 
acquirements of a liberal education, 
in 4 flate of adverſity, In the ſecond, 
an attempt is made to exhibit a ſtrik- 
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iv PRE F ACE. 


ing contraſt between the manners of a 
daughter, brought up under the 


- tuition of a ſenſible and tender mo- 
ther, and thoſe of a poor young 
creature, who is ſuppoſed to have 


been baniſhed by a miſtaken parent 
to a foreign land, where ſhe waſted 
ſome of her moſt valuable years in 
the acquiſition of vanity, conceit, and 
Fertneſs, under the idea of politeneſs 


and refinement. 
It is really wonderful to o think, how 


parents can thus bring themſelves to 
ſend their children from under the 
eye of tenderneſs, and watchful ſo- 
licitude? At nine or ten years of 
age, many girls are ſeparated from 
every relation or friend, who would 
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PREFACE. 


| kindly correct their growing errors, 


* 


and are placed as boarders in convents, ' 


It is the intereſt of the Superiors to 
ſend the moſt flattering accounts of 
the diſpoſitions and improvements of 
thoſe committed to their care. The 
mother is naturally precluded from 


any knowledge of the real truth, nei- 
ther can ſhe aſcertain the treatment 


which her child meets with, who is 
ſubmitted to the chance of becoming 
the object of 2//-natured ſeverity, with- 


out an affectionate friend to ſooth her 


affliction, or redreſs her grievances. 
But theſe are trifling conſiderations, 
in compariſon with a Rill greater 
danger to which children, ſent for 
education to a catholic country, are ex- 

BY = | poſed, | 
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poſed. That of imbibing the pris - 
ciples of an erroneous and ſuper ftittous + 
religion; one great tenet of which is, 
the merit of making converts. How then 


can it be expected, that the zealous 


* profeſſors of it, will forbear employ» 
| ing their endeavours to bias thoſe 
tender minds which are thus expoſed 

_ _ to their deluſions? But allowing that 
the perſons entruſted with the chil- 
dren of Proteſants are true to their 
truſt, what better can be expe Red, 
than that their pupils return home 
without any religion at all? 


Having in this volume brought my 
work to a concluſion, I muſt entreat 
my Readers to conſider it, as parti- 


* intended for young "ladies juſt 
entering 


poſed to be prepar ing themſelves for 
thoſe relations in life, which it is 


natural for them to look forward to. 
For their benefit only, have I been 
induced to bring forth to view, the 
faults of parents. I hope it will appear, 


from the execution of my plan, that 


| nothing is farther from my deſign 


than the exciting in young female 
minds, premature thoughts of live and 


marriage ; though I do not agree in 


opinion with many parents, who 
would on no account converſe on 
thoſe ſubjects with their daughters, 
till they are juſt entering the mar- 
riage ſtate, Under proper regulations 
they ought frequently to be referred 


to, 
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entering into the world, who are ſup- 
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"oh fo far, I mean, as is neceſſary to 


point out the errors which prove fatal 
to the happineſs of numbers, that 
young ladies may know, before they 
engape in the moſt important con- 
nections of life, the danger of im- 


proper conduòt; and be qualified when 


they have an opportunity of marrying 
with a good proſpect, and the full 
conſent of their friends, to make a 


© well- ordered home, their huſbands 


beſt delight.” To inſtruct their chil- 


| dren, govern their ſervants, and re- 


gulate their expences; inſtead of 
fancying, as is too frequently the 
caſe with the modern fair, that when 
they leave ſchool they have nothing 


to do but to diſplay their "—_ and 


ace am- 
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accompliſhments, to adorn their perſons, in 


order to gain admiration, and 79 run 
the giddy round of inceſſant amuſement. 
Wretched muſt be the man who 
calls ſuch an one his wiſe « / miſerable 
the lot of her neglecied children 
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PERSONS of the DRAMA. 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
Mrs. FREEMAN. 


Miſs FREEMAN, aged 14. 

Miſs CLARA FREEMAN, 13. 

Miſs FOLEY, . 

Miſs HARRIET FOLEY, 14. 
Servants and Attendants. : 


TRIUMPH OF REASON, 


A DRAMA, in THREE ACTS, 


I. 
SC EN E, a Parkour, 


[3 7 Clara Freeman fitting at al enter Mi 72 
Freeman in great haſte. | | 


— 1%, Faxtuan, | 


818 TE R, you are here! I have been ſeek- 


"9 ing you this half hour, that we might be 
together when the mantua-maker comes wo try on 
our new dreſſes. 
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4 The Trzomen or 7 RA, 
& Mi/s CLARA. | 
Jam at preſent "oy buſy in making the chil. 
dren's things. 

Miſs FAEZMAN. ; 

| That is an employment i in which you will never 
receive any affiſtance from me; I ſhould not have 
thought of troubling myſelf about a parcel of tire- | 
ſome brats. 

Miſs CLAR A. 

You were once a little brat, as you call it, your- 
ſelf; what would have become of you if every _ouy 
had been of your opinion ? 

Miſs FREEMAN. 

O, but I was the eldeſt, and a rarity—and had 
people enow to wait upon me? and ſo ought my 
brothers and ſiſters to have—for mamma cannot 
reaſonably expect that 1 ſhould throw wy tims 

away upon them. | 
N. iſs CLARA. 
And yet, hew do we in all companies wo Miſs 


Trueworth praiſed, becauſe ſhe takes ſo much pains 


with her brothers. and ſiſters, and teaches them every 
thing they learn? 7 
| Mi/i 
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 _ Mis FREEMAN. | 
That may do very well for her, who 10 no great 
fortune to boaſt of but my papa, though he is a | 
frade/man, has money enough for a herd; and my 
aunt told me, he could make us as rich as ladies. | 
Miſs CLARA. | 

It may be ſo, but mamma teaches a different 
leſſon; ſhe ſays, we had better be good than great, 
and that humility is a moſt amiable virtue, 
| Miſs FretmaAN. 

Do you know the reaſon of that? becauſe he her- 
ſelf had no fortune, but was a pennyleſs colonel's 
daughter, and, therefore, as my aunt told me, ſhe 
deſpiſes money, 

4 Miſs Clara, 

TI am ſure mamma is the moſt agreeable woman I 
ever ſaw. Sheis ſo gentle and kind to every one, I 
think it very ſtrange that my aunt ſhould have ſ * | 


againſt her, and to her own child too! 
Miſs FREEMAN, | © | 
I do not ſee much harm in what my aunt faid. 
When papa conſented to my living with her, the en- 


deavoured to eradicate many ſentiments which dif- 
Wy | fered 
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fered from her own; It was natural for her to try 
to perſ uade me to think like herſelf, 
Miſs CLARA. 

Perhaps ſo. But I know your going to live with 
her was contrary to mamma's inclination, and I 
have often ſeen her ſhed tears about it. 

Miſs FREEMAN. 

I am only ſorry my poor aunt died, which obliged 
me to return home, for I ſhall never be ſo happy 
again as I was with her, Mamma confines me, and 
will not let me have a variety of fine cloaths, I 
was forced to get at papa alone, and coax him to 
conſent to our going to Monſieur De Fier ville's ball, 
and to allow us new dreſſes for the occaſion; and I 
can perceive that mamma is dif pleaſed becauſe I 
have gained my point. ; _ | 

Miſs C LARA; 

F ie! Matilda, you accuſe my dear mother very 
wrongfully ; indeed ſhe is delighted to give us plea- 
ſure under proper reſtrictions ; and ſurely ſhe muſt 
be a better judge of propriety than either you or 
I can pretend to be. 


Mifs 
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Miſs Fae EMAN. 
Perhaps 97 but her notions are very ſtrange. 
The other day ſhe chid me for not giving Mrs. Molly, 


the houſemaid, an anſwer. Why, I cannot think 
there is any neceſlity for n civility to ſuch ſort 


of people. 


Miſs Clara. 
And I ſhould be aſhamed of treating them ates 
wiſe than civilly, Whilſt they do their duty, they 
have a right to our regard ; and the belt method of 


inſuring reſpe& from them, is ſetting a good 
example, which cannot be done without feeling both 


for them and ourſelves, 


Miſs FREEMAN. 
Well, I always treated my aunt's ſervants juſt as 


I pleaſed, and they were forced to ſubmit to it: 
| ſometimes I made them play with me, and at other 


times, uſed them as ill as ever I could. 
| 5 N CLARA. | 
I ſhould be aſhamed, even if mamma permitted it, 
to act ſo by any body inferior to me; if they are 
honeſt, they are as good as I am, and much more ne. 


Hue. 
N. 
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8 The TRIUMPH OP Reason, | 


Mi, Freeman. | 
Ss are the cat and the dog, I conſider them all 
1 on a footing. . 
i | $ | | Miſs Clara. 
| | Chriſtians to be looked on in ſuch a light indeed 
ſiſter, you ſhock me. I never made companions of the 
ſervants; but if they behaved well, always thought 
them full as worthy as myſelf. 
Miſs FREEMAN. 

So do not I: but you have no pirit. I ſuppoſe, 
the other afternoon, ydu would have ſubmitted to 
Miſs Foley's fitting above us; yet I ſoon ſent the 

| lady to her proper ſtation, — 
In a . Miſs Clara 
To confeſs the truth, I never was ſo much con- 
fuſed in my life as at your conduct on that occaſion; 
for, I am ſure, Harriet Foley would not for bp world, 
be guilty of rudeneſs to any one. 
| Miſs FREEMAN. 
What buſineſs had ſhe" to fit herſelf above me? I 
ſhall always act ſo by every body I think beneath 
me. | p | 
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| 7 CLara. 
Mamma ſets us a very different example; and yet 


ſhe is every where treated with great reſpect. 


Miſs FREEMAN. 

To be ſure. Does not money make the man; and 
has not mamma an elegant coach, a great houſe, 
and riches enough to outdo moſt of her . 

Mi, CLARA. ; 
But ſhe 406 not plume herſelf upon theſe ad- 
van tages. You know, the humble ſhall be exalted. 
Mi Fa EEMAN. | 
And the exalted may be abaſed for me. I ſhall 


never think of ſuch precepts while I am rich, and 


poor I cannot be; for I know my aunt left me hand- 
ſomely. EE 
Miſs CLARA. 


I never heard ſo much about riches before ; my 


mamma has always armed my mind to bear a rever/e 


of fortune, and I think papa muſt have had great 
loſſes lately, or he would not have diſcharged ſeveral 
ſervants, and given up his houſe in the country. 


Mije 
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Miſs FREEMAN. 


2 cumſtances; though it will not trouble me, for he 
4 | muſt always ſuppart me as I have been uſed to live; 
Ĩ cannot ſubmit to a reverſe. 

1-7 Miſs CLARA. 


| | 1 employment which my mamma ſets us the example 
| 1 of. To ſave her trouble, I offered to make theſe 
| | frocks, as the maid, who- uſed to work for the chil- 
dren, is one of thoſe who are diſcharged. 


Miſs FREEMAN. 


- 


beheve me. 7 
Miſs Gran A. 
| I never ſaw my mamma at ſuch employment ll 
very lately, yet ſne does it with as much cheerful - 


neſs as embroidery, or any other fancy work. 
Miſs FREEMAN. 
To tell you the truth, I haze work, nor wil] I do 
any. My aunt never made me, and why ſhould any 
other perſon ? 1 ; 
M/s 


It will be horrid indeed, if he reduces his cir- | 


| | | } -At would be a great ſhame if we murmured. at any 


13 One comfort is, I do not know how either to 
make or mend, and I am not ambitious of learning, 
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11 fs Crana. 
wr I cannot bear idlenefe, My mamma's exam- 


ple has taught me to love employment, and I am by 


that means, free from the danger of having my time 


ever hang heavily on my hands. 
: Miß FazEUAN. 
T have found time ſadly heavy ſince my return 


home, but never did ſo at my aunt's; for there I 


uſed, when tired of the parlour, to go into the 
kitchen, or garden, and make the ſervants romp with 


me; but now it is in vain to ſpeak to a domeſtic, 


for they have orders not to hold converſation, or be 
more with me than their buſineſs requires, on pain 


of loſing their places. 
| Miſs CLARA. 


You waſted time in paſling it ſo anprofitably'; ; the 


attention to my education, mamma's converſation, 
and playing with the little ones, fills up all my 
hours without leaving a moment to ſpare. Apropos, 
have you ſeen che fan mounts I painted, let me ſhew 
them to you. 


[Se rakes them from a large port folio, and 0 
them on the table.] 
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Miſs FREEZMUAN. ; 

They look pretty z but I do not underſtand any 

thing about painting, nor can I diſcover what uf 

- there 1s in young ladies * fortune knowing we to 
_ | 

Mz:/5 Cana, 

It is the pleaſanteſt employment liable, and 

aſſiſts us in diſcerning the bountiful goodneſs of our 

Creator, who gave us ſuch beautiful flowers and 

Plants to gratify our ſenſes of ſeeing and ſmelling. 
| Miſe Faxeman, © -— 

I do not like flowers, and therefore AS 

them; indeed, the very /weet ones make me faint, 

Miſs CLAR As | A 

There are ſome too powerfully fragrant for: 

room, but in the open air their odours are de. 


lightful. 7 


Miſs Faeeuan, 
| You talk very affectedly on this WR I think 


Pray who taught you? 
| 22 CLARA, 


My ever dear mamma, ſhe is never tired of ſtu 


dying the beauties of nature, nor I of being in 


ſtructed by her. 
Vi 


ny 


8 


A Drama, in Turret Acts, 13 
5 Miſs FREEMAN. 
But you cannot paint from the flowers ? 
Mis CLARA. 

Yes, I do; and am ſo entertained, that it is with 
regret I leave off. Try to draw, liſter, and you 
will be as fond of it as I am. 

| | Miſs FREEMANs 

I could never diſcover one charm in any thing 
that required taking pains, and ſhall not begin now, 
I had maſters, but would not attend to them, 

Mi/s CLARA. 
My mamma was my inſtructreſs: perhaps, had 


| you been taught by. her, your averſion & to ln | 


would have ceaſed. 


— 


| Mi/s .FernMan. b 

T believe not. For with all mamma's boaſted cle- 
verneſs, I cannot ſuppoſe her quite ſo capable of 
teaching as maſters are who gain their livelihood 
by its: | J 

Miſs Clara. 

She might not be more capable, but I ſee no reaſon 
0 doubt her being on an equality with them; what 
ene perſon can learn, another may; and it is viſible 

ko SQ C 5 that 


14 
that my mamma is at accompliſhed, though 
ſhe only ſhews it for the advantage of her children. 


other people's actions ſo clearly as I do her's. Her 


The TarumeH or Rzazon, 


Miſs FREEMAN. 
From whenc» you infer, that you are as clever 


as any young lady can be? 


| Miſs Clara. 

' You pervert my meaning ſtrangely, Matilda. I 
hope I am not ſo conceited ; but if my capacity is a 
good one, I ſee no reaſon why J may not improve as 
well under my mamma's tuition as under any maſ- 
ter's whatever, | 
Mi FREEMAN. | 

Mamma has done one thing to gratify herſelf, 
ſhe has taught you to have as high an opinion of her 
cleverneſs as ſhe has; my aunt inſtructed me 


otherwiſe. - 2 . 


Miſs CLARA. 

We ſeem to differ on a very material point, and 
therefore had better never mention it again. I re- 
verence my mother, ſhe is kindneſs itſelf; I never 
yet ſaw any perſon equal to her; but that probably 
1s owing to my not having opportunity of obſerving 


mind 


A | 
IS A 


ſelf, 


Mrs. Gates. 
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mind is compoſed of ** charity, and bus . 
. 
Miſs W | 
You are quite in heroics ; and had better write rl 
| poem in praiſe of her. 
Mz if CLARA. 
If I were capable, I could not cs a more 
pleaſing ſubject. Pu 
[Enter Mary.! | 
Mary. 
The mantua-maker is come, ladies, and begs to 
know if you are ready to have your cloaths fitted ? 
| Miſs FREEMAN. | 
Ready ! She has kept me waiting for Joy theſe 
two hours - order her to 15 8 in. | 
[The maid goes out. 
Miſs Clara. 
Pray, fiſter, do not ſhew any diſpleaſure to poor 
| Conſider ſhe was once a gentlewoman, 
and that ſhe is now deſirous to oblige every body, 
Miſs FREEMAN. 
And is that a reaſon I am to be confined here 


attending her leiſure. I ſhall tell her my. mind indeed. 
GA Miſs 


off if you had. 


— 
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: Mis CLAR A. 
Let me entreat you to have more compaſſion. If 


ſhe is wrong, it is mamma's place to reprove her, 
and not ours, 


[ Enter Mrs. Gates, ] 
Mi FREEMAN, [zo her /iter.] 
T tell you, I will not be controiled.—A fine time 
you have made us wait, madam ; you did not dare 


do ſo at my aunt's, ſhe would ſoon have turned you 


— 


Mrs. GATES. — 
I was detained at Lady TJenkins's das than r 


; : expected; ; her ladyſhip was kind enough to beg 


of me, as a favor, to ſtay half an hour for her; 


8 how then could I refuſe? Yet I beg your pardon, 


ladies, if it has materially interfered with your 
employment, I am fincerely ſorry for 1 it. 
Miſs FREEMAN» 

And what compenſation is begging our pardon? 
J inſiſt on its never happening again. Have not you 
prepared my dreſs for putting on. Prithee, hurry 
yourſelf a little more. 
{Mrs. Gates puts it on, and takes great pains to make 

it fet neatly.] 


I 


ſs 


did all I could to have a better mantua- maker. 


faſhionable; and Lady Mary Bennet lent me the one 


eyes. very complete indeed. However, my mamma 


Matilda? 


A Drama, in ThREE Acts, 17 


Miſs FREEMAN. | 
How horridly it is made no taſte—the train is 
frightful. I wiſh mamma had been perſuaded. I 


| Mrs. Gar Es. 
J have taken a great deal of pains to make it 


ſhe wore at the Feſtino, as a pattern. 
Miſs FREEMAN. 
Perhaps you have made it as well as you could, 


but it is ſecond hand work, in my opinion. 
Mrs. Garzs, [Turning to Miſs CLARA. ] 
Do you think it wants any improvement, madam ? 
| Miſs CLARA. | 
J am not ſufficiently accuſtomed to faſhionable 
dreſs to be a competent judge ; burit appears, in my 


is the propereſt perſon to determine, and ſhe is in 


her dreſſing room: had you not better go to her, 


Miſs FREEMAN. 
I ſuppoſe I muſt, But my opinion of her affe 


does not exceed that of Mrs. Gates? s; for how 
O 2 ſhould 


1 
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ſhould ſhe know faſhions, who goes' ſo ſeldom to 
* places? . 
| 137 ;/s Freeman goes. out. 
Mrs. GaTEs. | 
Shall I have the honor of fitting your drels now ? 
Miſs CLARA. | : 
If you pleaſe, Mrs. Gates, I do not mean to de- 
tain you, but J am afraid you are fatigued, had you 
not better reſt yourſelf firſt Oy fit down ; —nay, 
I infiſt upon it. 
Mrs, Gar ES. . 
Your goodneſs, worthy young lady, oppreſſes 
me. I really am not fatigued, or I would avail my- 
ſelf of your kind attention to me, 
. Miſs CLARA. 
We will, then, begin as ſcon as you pleaſe. [She 
puts on her new areſs.] It appears to fit extremely 
well, and 1s neatly and elegantly made; yet this 
| ſleeve is ſomewhat too large, do you not think ſo? 
i Mrs. GATES. | 


I think it is, and will take care to alter it. In- 


deed, Miſs Clara, I havea pleaſure in working for | | 
you; but your ſiſter treats me with ſuch haughtineſs, 

that I am ſometimes tempted to give. up attending 
| her, 
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ber and but for your obliging behaviour to me 1 

certainly ſhould do ſo. | 

Miſs CLana, | 

If you knew my ſiſter better, your opinion of her 
would alter; ſhe does not mean to wound you, it is 

only ber manner, I will juſt go and take my mam- 

ma's opinion. [4s ſpe is going out, 

Enter Mrs. and Miſs Freeman.] 
Mrs. FuzEMAN. 

Good morning to you, Mrs. Gates, I hope you 
are well? have you reſted a little? for I know you 
take long walks. 

Mrs. Gr Es. | 

It would ill become one, in my reduced circum- 
ftances, madam, and with a young family, to in- 
dulge in coach hire. I am thankful that I can main- 


rain myſelf and little ones, without being burthen- 


ſome to any one. | 
Mrs. FREEMAN. 
Honeſt induſtry ſeldom wants encouragement, I 
| am glad you have employment enough to gratify 
your wiſhes, : 


Ars. 


20 The TRIUMPH or REASON, 


| CE, . Mrs. Garss. | 
| You are all a madam; but your kind 
condeſcenſion is ſhewn to one, who 1s grateful for 
| your favors. Do you approve of the young ladies 
cloaths ? 
Mrs. FREEMAN. 
Very much. Matilda's only wants the train to 
| flow more behind ; and Clara's to be made narrower 
in the back. 
Mrs. GaTEs. 


I will be attentive to your commands. 
K [She afſifts in taking off their things.] 


Miſs FREEMAN, [impatiently. | 

Do not pull of my arms, woman, How auk- 
l ward you are; there, get away, or you will take 

part of me. 2 1 e 

Miſs CLARA. 

There is a pin in the way, I will be obliged to 
you to remove it, thank you. | 
Mrs. GaTEs. : 
[Takes up her parcel, and makes a reſpe@ful curteſy. ] 


Ladies, your ſervant. 
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Mrs. Fx EEMANe 
| Good morning to you. 
[Mis Clara curtefies to her. She goes out. 1 
MIV FREE AN, [ Burſfing into a loud laugh]. | | 
Are you practiſing, Clara? for you could not 


have made a finer obeiſance to the Queen, 


Miſs Clara. 
J was not conſcious of any thing ridiculous, 


ſiſter, but am glad to fee you ſo merry, 
Miſs FREEMAN, | 
Merry! ! why who can help being diverted at ſeeing 


you ſo mighty complaiſant to that woman ? 


Mrs, FREEMAN. 
Ts an aft of common civility ſo very extraordinary 
then? : : 
M. 5 Firiadean, 


But to a mantua-maker, madam !' why, ſhe will 


thank the ſervants by-and-by for doing their duty. 


Mrs. FREEMAN, 


She will at leaſt treat them with kind- 
neſs ; even ſervants may behave fo as to deſerve 


J hope ſo. 


thanks. If Matilda acts properly, the advantage will 
be her own ; giving A A where it is 


due, 


22 The Taluurh OF REASON, + 


due, ſecure her reſpect. But in this inſtance, the heart 
mult be ill formed that could lead any one to forget 
the misfortunes which reduced poor Mrs. Gates to 
her preſent ſituation : yet, while we pity her diſ- 
treſs, we muſt honor the fortitude that has ſet her 
above it, and made her prefer gaining her bread by 
virtuous induſtry, to becoming the flatterer of empty 
pride with a view of gaining a livelihood among the 
great, | | 
Mis FREEMAN. ” 

I do not comprehend your meaning,” mamma; 
but think it very ſtrange, to prefer acquiring one's 
livelihood by work, to a ſituation that ſets one 
above being looked upon in ſo mean a light. 

Mrs. FREEMAN. 
You do indeed ftrangely miſtake the matter, my 
dear Matilda, to think ſtooping to dependence leſs 
mean, than engaging in an honeſt employment. 
All good people eſteem Mrs. Gates highly, and ho- 
nor the laudable pride that has raiſed her above her 
' misfortunes. There are two kinds of pride, the 
Falſe and the proper ; nor can I deſcribe them better 
than by aſſuring you, that he poſſeſſes the rights 


and you the ⁊vrong. 


Miſe 


Tied in oblivion. 
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Mi FaEEMA *. 

Why : am I to blame for not working, when there 

1s no occaſion for me to do it? 8 
TRE; | Mrs. FREENaN. 

At leaft you are to blame, for deſpiüng, and 

treating with haughtineſs, a worthy, amiable wo- 


man, only becauſe the makes your gowns. A wo- 
man who was better Zorn, and as well educated as 


yourſelf, | 
Miſs FREEMAN. 


My aunt always j udged as I do. She never liked 


any body that was poor, becauſe ſhe thought them 


Nea. 


. Mrs. FREEMN ANL. 

Meanneſs is not a neceſſary attendant on poverty. 
Your aunt 1s dead, and her faults ought to be bu- 
Truly am I concerned, that 
through the narrowneſs of her mind, ſhe has fo 


greatly contracted your's ; yet, I hope, precept and 


obſervation, will overcome the prejudices of edu- 


cation.— Would your father's becoming . make 
me leſs a gentlewoman? | 


mh 


* ö n en 
+» * * * 


Te Txrumen or REASON. 
Miß Fx EUA. | 
I do n not know. * 

Mrs: Foreman . 
Then you doubt. Let me, therefore, endeavour 


to convince your reaſon, by relating two examples of 


people perſonally known to you, To begin with 


Mrs. Gates, her huſband was a gentleman of for- 
tune, but unhappily fond of few and parade; he 
lived to ſquander away his whole eſtate, among peo- 
ple who only deſpiſed, though they aſſiſted to ruin 
him; at his death ſhe was left deſtitute with three 


young children. All her acquaintance of high rank 


forſook her; ſome few friends remained, but they 


were ſuch as you would call mean, becauſe they were 


not rich. Theſe ſolicited relief for her, from her huſ- 


band's former intimates. They all turned a deaf ear, 


except one great lady, who offered to give her 


the run of her houſe, that is to feed her; in return 


for which, the was to fatter her abſurdities, and 
even her vices. Her children were to be put out qa 
ſervice as they grew up. Mrs. Gates deſpiſed the 


offer and the offerer ; and with the advice and re- 


commendation of her more humble friends, ſhe un- 


dertook 
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dertook her preſent employment, in which ſhe has 
' | happy ſucceeded, and is regarded, and reſpeted 
by the good, whether of high or low degree. Mrs. 


Our | Ceombs, who you know lives with Lady Harris, was 

; "We reduced alſo by the extravagance of others; yet ra- 

_ ther than undertake any thing like avork, ſhe ſubs 

on mites to become her ladyſhip*s humble friend. You 

he have often remarked the cruel treatment ſhe receives 

— even before us, who viſit Lady Marble, merely on a 

on footing of formality, Now tell me, Matilda, which 

mY of theſe two perſons is the moſt repectable character 

10 and poſſeſſes the propereft pride? 

O N Miſs FREEMAN, 

mw As you relate it, Mrs. Gates is undoubtedly the 

2 beſt, and the happieſt. But if my papa were to loſe 

By his tune, I do not know what would become of 

w me, for I am certain I could 1 not follow her ex- 

7's ample. - 

Mrs. FREEMAN. 

* It cannot be pleaſing to you, young as you are, 

"x to dwell upon ſuch a thought. Yet [gs] it is a \ 
af misfortune very likely to happen. Your papa car- ; 
= ries on an extenſive trade, and his ſucceſs depends 
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it, if you go, you ſhall be dreſſed properly. —C/ara, 
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more frequently on others, or even on the uncertain 
elements, than on himſelf. Itis therefore the duty of 


all connected with him, to arm their minds for a | 


reverſe; and I would wiſh you to conſider things in a 
proper light, that you may be ſtrengthened to ſup- 
Port a misfortune, which it will probably be your 
Portion to bear. | 


Miſs Fare AN. wr 
T ſhall always have my aunt's fortune; that, the 
ſervants aſſured me ſhe had left entirely to me. 
Mrs. F REEMAN » [Taking her hand.] - 
Dear girl, how you diſtreſs me ! ſo young, and yet 
ſo eager after fortune ! with pain to myſelf muſt J 


undeceive you. Your aunt had nothing to leave ; ſhe 
lived on an zunuity which ceaſed with her life; a 


few ornaments were all ſhe hag to * and 


thoſe are your's. 


Miſs FREEMAN. | 
Well, I cannot believe that papa will ever make 


himſelf poor; and I hope, mamma, I am to wear 


all my new things at the ball ? 
Mrs. FREEMAN, 
T have not thought about it yet. But depend on 


Jou 


ke 


4 w_ 
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f 


you work very hard ; your afftance” relieves and 


obliges me, my dear girl. If your father and [I 
were reduced to poverty, what would you do to aſ- 


fiſt us, and your brothers and ſiſters ? 
Miſs CLARA, 
I would work for you, and paint ſcreens and fan- 


mounts, and embroider muffs and waiſtcoats, and | 


would give you all the money I acquired, 
ef | Mrs. FREEMAN. 
2 thought ſo. well, my beloved girls, we. muft 


hope for the beſt, and may Gop direct us, if called 


to ſo ſevere a trial! your talents, if not requiſite to 


offift, will always be a ſure refuge to yourſelves, 
from the wearineſs of ſolitude, and make you newer 


leſs alone, then avhen alone. But I muſt not ſpend 


any more time in talking with you at preſent. 

When you wiſh to ſee me, you will find me in my 
dreſſing room. 75 

EE [ She goes out, 
Miſs CLARA [burſts into tears. |] 

I am certain, mamma, is extremely unhappy z 

what will become of me, if I ſee my parents in 

diſtreſs ? 


D 2 | Miſe - 
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Mi, FREEMAN. 
It is time enough to think of it when it happens, 
You will be a pretty figure for the ball to-morrow 
night, with a crying countenance ! 
Miſs CLARA, 

I ſhall not be much diſpoſed for merriment, unleſs 
1 fee a viſible alteration in mamma. It is a great 
comfort though, that I can earn money, if miſ. 
fortunes ſhould happen, how much you will, Ma- 
tilda, lament the negle& of your education! 

| Mi/s FREEMAN. : E 

Do not talk of it. I ſhall never dare to look the 
young ladies in the face to whom I have behaved fo 
havghtily, they will exult in my loſing what [I 
valued myſelf upon. 

Mif CI ARA. 

Make it a leſſon then in future, to audy how 
to bear a fall, and believe an affectionate ſiſter, that 
you never appear ſo * as when you behave 
proudly, 55 

M:/s FREEMAN. 


The example is ſet me, by almoſt all my ac 


quaintance; and why am I to be different from tho 
reſt of the world ? 31 


y A. 


m the 


Mi CLaRa. 
Did you ever think a haughty behaviour appeared 
amiable in any one perſon? I cannot think who 


you have aſſociated with; I ſee but few ſuch cha- 


| raters among my acquaintances. 


"Mio FREEMAN. N 
I never conſidered it. But TI had no notion of 
giving up to people no better than myſelf. 
Miſs CLARA. 
I am not equal to holding an argument on this 


ſubject; my mamma, will, no doubt, tell you her 


. ſentiments, as ſhe has me; and ſoon convince you, 


that you will ſhew more good ſenſe by ſubmitting 10 
others, than by contending. I have done my work 


now, and will carry it into the nurſery, Shall we 


£0 together ? 
Miſs FREEMAN. BY, 
With all my heart, I can play with the chil- 


dren, though I will not work for them. 


[T hey go outs 
[The Scene cloſes.] 


ExD of AcrT I. 
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The TRIUM RH or REASON, 


KA © 


SCENE, A Dreſing Room. 


After a ws ſhe ſpeaks 


Mrs. FREEMAN. 


more than for myſelf, 1 grieve. 
[Enter a Servant, ] 
| SERVANT. 


Mrs. * is below, madam. 


Mrs. Freeman alone, in a wery diſconſolate poſture, 


HY cannot I raiſe my mind above the 
aganxxiety of the preſent moment ? If poor 
Mr. Freeman's late loſſes are as great as he appre- 
hends, I know the worſt that can happen ; with pa- 
tience will I ſubmit, even to the loweſt humiliation K 
for his, and my children's ſake, and it 18 for chem, 


ures 


rs * 


Mrs. FREEMAN. 

Deſire her to walk up. 1 do not ſtand on cere · 
mony with her. | Footman goes out, 

Good creature! report has conveyed the news of 
our misfortunes to her ears, and ſhe is come to con» 
ſole me, | | 

[Enter Mrs, Allworthy.] 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

How are you, my dear madam ? I hope my com- 

pany is not an intruſion ? | 
Mrs. FREEMAN. 
Far from it, madam : ſuch a friend as Mrs. AI. 


worthy, is always welcome. Nor would you have 


talked of intruſion, had not rumour been already 


buſy, and informed you — ſomething diſquiets 


me. | 
Mrs. ALLWORTHT, 

I have heard more than I hope is true, To aſſiſt 
you as far as I have power brought me hither. 
Though your own excellent judgement will dlre& 
you better than I can do, | 
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De TRIUMPH or REASON, 


Mrs. FREEMAN. + | 
I have nothing to reſolve on but /ubmiffion. We 
know not the extent of our loſſes, Mr. Freeman 
went immediately after dinner to make perſonal 
enquiries about his property, which now hangs on 
ſo ſlender a twig, as our ſhips, uninſured, eſcaping 
a hurricane which has happened in the Weſt-Indies. 
Ms. ALLWORTHY, 5 
Then you have ſtill the ſupport of hope; and 
even ſhould the worſt happen, Mr. Freeman has ſo 
active a mind, that he will never reſt until he is in a 
ſituation to retrieve his loſſes, and regain his 
fortune. | | 
Mrs. FrenMan, | 
| You comfort me agreeably. And, indeed, I be- 
5 he will purſue fortune, as long as U 3 is ſpared. 
Men in buſineſs, with active minds, ſeldom give 
up. I know too well the value of money to 


deſpiſe it. But believe me, my concern is not for 


| myſelf ; I fee too many inſtances of happineſs, with 


a moderate competency, not to be rer s con tent 
with it, if that remains. 


6 
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Mrs. ALLWORTHY. | 
Are your daughters acquainted with your pre- 
ſent diſtreſs ? 
N. Fanuman. 
Not thoroughly. Yet my dear Clara gueſſes a 
great deal from my looks ; her attention to which 


diſcovers more, than I wiſh her to know, 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

And why not inform them ? they are of an age 
to be your comforters, and may, if neceſſary, con- 
ras to your ſupport. 

| Mrs. FREEMAN. e 

I have no reaſon to doubt the goodneſs of their 


| hearts. Matilda indeed has imbibed opinions I wiſh 
to alter; and perhaps this early rub in life, may aſſiſt 2 
to refine a mind that has been led wrong by one 


whom ſhe was taught to reverence. 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


-Under your management I doubt not its proving | 


to her advantage; and as ſhe is not deficient in un- 


derſtanding, your endeavours will reconcile her ta 
that which is right, 


EY 


: 8 
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Mrs. FEEEMAN. | 
Poor girl! ſhe will be ſadly chagrined at her not 
Lag to her dancing maſter's ball to-morrow night, 
I dread diſappointing her; yet, in our preſent 
fituation, it would be exceedingly improper to per- 
mit my daughters to $949 2 place of public enter- 
tainment. 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
Certainly. Command me as an aſſiſtant on this 
unpleaſant occaſion. 


Mrs. FREEMAN. 


They will come with the tea. I was unable to at- 
tend as uſual to my little ones, and deſired your god- 
daughter to hear them their leſſons. Matilda, had no 
occaſion for having an employment given her; the 
milliner and mantua- maker, had juſt ſent home her 
new dreſs and ornaments for the ball, and 1 could 
not draw her from the amine of them, 

Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


I pity her diſappointment, while I feel the neceſ- 
ſity of it, and think the preſent pain may prove 


in the event a 5 Toures of real joy. 
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Mrs. Fareman. 

My prayers will be fincere for this bleſſed effeR ! 
had [ placed my dependence on what her infatuated 
aunt taught her to do, deſpondence and horror 
would now have been my lot. 

Mrs. ALLWORTHY, + 

How cruel are thoſe parents who lead their chil. 

dren on in unthinking ſecurity ! Never taught to look 
beyond the preſent moment, or to obſerve the 
changes which ſo frequently happen in this fluc- 
tuating world, the bitter pangs of diſappoint- 
ment come ſuddenly upon them, and their un- 
prepared minds ſink under misfortunes, that did they 
but know how to recerve them properly, might in 
the end turn to bleſſings, by giving them an oppor- 
tunity of ſubmitting, as their duty requires, to the 
decrees of an all-wiſe Provideace, who never fails to 
comfort thoſe who reſign themſelves to his will, 


[Enter Footman, and places the tea things, 2 


Mrs. FREEMAN. 
Let Miſs Freeman and Miſs Clara know that 


tea is read y. 


He gces out. 
Mrs. 


1 
2 


e MM.. FaEEMAN, "= BY * 
O ! my overcharged heart! [bur/ts into wars] This | 
is a relief I greatly ſtood in need of, and will, I 
truſt, enable me to perform my duty, in ſetting an 
example to my children. [ Me:. Freeman wipes I 
 eway ber tears. 
. [Enter Mie Clara.] 
Miſs Clara. . 1 
1 have very good accounts to give you, mamma; 
the little ones have all been goed this 1 
and obeyed me in every thing. I” 
Mrs. FREEMAN» «© = | 
Your report delights me, Clara; but my dear, 
how comes it to paſs, that 2 do not * notice 
of one of your beſt friends? 
| Miſe Clara, [ſeeing M. Allworthy. F; t 
My dear god-mamma! only think of my heed- In 
leſneſs! but it was owing to the deſire I had of 


giving mamma pleaſure, 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


, Such a laudable motive requires commendation, 


as well as ſecures pardon, for what was only an 


over/ight, God bleſs you, my beloved girl, and may 
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you ever deſerve my affection by ſuch dutiful atten. 
This | tion to the wiſhes of your worthy mother! 1 | 
, I Mr. FREEMAN»: Go" 
> an Where i is your lifter? I ordered Fon, to nin 
i pes her that we waited tem. 4 „ 
A een r 5 
He did. - But ie has shed beef e 
room, and would not admit me, but deſired me to 
ma ; IM fay, ſhe was coming preſently. ©, TOS © 
don, - a Mrs. FREEMAN. 4 
1 mit 8 now to new model her; but mult 
firſt endeavour to convince her, that 1 ought to 
ear, [regulate all her actions.— Make the tea, my dear. \ 
Mice e e ALLWORTHY. . 
I hear, Miſi Clara, you are going to a bal, 1 
that your papa has been fo good as to give you 
eed. new cloaths to appear in. 


1 of | Miſs CLARA. 


He has, madam; and they are all come home this 
afternoon, but I have not yet had time to examine 
tion, them. x | 95 : 

7 all Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

What would you do, if any dircumbbince mould 
youfùappen to diſappoint you of going to this ball ? 
vor. II. E FE 


W De Txiuuru or REASON. 


| 
| 1 | . + 0 444. 0. Crana. 
| 1 Be much concerned to be ſore; but it would | 
| þ L | for the cauſe of the diſappointment ; as NUI 
— | "# mafortuxc to ſome of the family could occaſion it 


for papa and mamma are ſo indulgent to us, thy 

they would not ſuffer a trifle to prevent our enjoy 

ment of ſuch a pleaſure. | 

Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

You diſtinguiſh very jay, my ſweet girl: yet 

all caſes of ſorrow, you mult ſubmit with patience 

| becauſe it is your duty to do ſo. Misfortunes ar 

often fuch as no human foreſight could prevent 

but the goodneſs of God enables us to ove 

come what unavailing tears and complaining on] 
\ increaſe, - N EY : 

» Fr CLARAs 
My life has niches been a very happy © one; 
I am not from thence to infer, that it will 2 


| 
_ * eontinue ſo. I can, thanks to dear mamma's ca, 
do a great many things towards gaining a livellſ, 


hood, if papa ſhould loſe his fortune, 
; Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


'T-am delighted ts hear it. Pray inform 1 
what your genius is moſt inclined to? 


Mi 


YE! 


> — 
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Miſs Crana [Glufbes.] 
O, madam. I did not mean to appear conceited ; 
but you know mamma has taught me to draw and 
_ and do all Kinds of fancy work. | 


Mrs, AL wok ru. 


the worſt ſhould happen? 
Miſs Ctaka. 
In every way L can. I will paint and 00 fan- 


coats, and work - bags and muffs for the ladies —1 
can alſo make work-baſkets, and Pool-diſhes; and 


little brothers and ſiſters cloaths. 


Met. ALLWORTHY. 


Iam glad to hear, my dear, that you have pro- 


fited ſo much by your mamma's example; and do 


alwa) not doubt, every proper exertion of it, ſhould cir- 


5 Ca cumſtances make 1 it neceſſary, which I ſincerely hope 


Will not be the caſe. 


And how will you make that uſefal, Sorin 


mounts and ſcreens, embroider gentlemen's wallt-- 


when mamma requires it, I can aſſiſt in 1 mending my 


A The TRIUMPH. or Reason, 
Miſe Crnnn. 5 
1 do not think I ſhould make myſelf very miſer- 
able if we were reduced; that is, if we had enough 
left to live altogether ; it would only be the difference 
of a large and a /mall houſe ; of a few, inſtead of a 
great many ſervants. I would wait upon mamma, 
and ſupply her own maid's place, for I can dreſs 
hair very tolerably. | 
Mrs. ALLWwORTHY. 

You can do very well for one ſo young; but 
could you ſubmit to bein Z placed at a trade for life? 
Miſs Clara [fartled ] 

1 ſhould not like to be ſeparated from my mamma, 
Though, if Mrs. Gates would take me, I 7hinh, 
nay, I am certain, I could ſubmit to gain my bread 
as a mantua-maker, 
Fp rr. FREEMAN. *þ 

Go, my love, and tell Matilda I am {ended at 


her not coming when 1 ſend for her. 


* 
— 


[Clara goes ont. 
Her innocent converſation diſtreſſes, whilſt it 
delights me. Bleſſed with ſuch a daughter, I ought 


not 


fer- 
ugh 
ence 
of a 
ma, 


lreſs 


but 
life? 


Ima. 
bink, 


read 


d at 


5 ont. 
ſt it 
ught 
not 
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not to repine at any misfortune, which is not brought 
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on by my own imprudence or impropriety of 

conduct, 

[Enter Miſs Fx RRMAN drefſed in all her new cloaths, 
evith a profuſion of feathers, flowers, Gn c. on ber 
Ber head, followed by her fieer. | 

Miſs Freeman, 

There mamma, look how charmingly my dreſs 
is made; and fee what an elegant cap Madam 
Buffon has ſent me. O what aße the French mi- 
liners have! . HY | 
| Mri. Freeman, | 

Jam ſorry, Matilda, to ſee you ſo fond of dreſs, 
and could I have ſuppoſed you capable of trifling 
over new cloaths a whole afternoon, I would never 
| I bluſh that 
you ſhould be capable of expoſing 1 not 
only to me, but before Mrs. Alhworthy. - 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


have conſented to your having them. 


I ſee Matilda's ſaults with great concern Miſs 3 
yet I think ſhe will be perſuaded to overcome them. 
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| Miſs FzEEMAN, 
I never heard, madam, that there was any fault 
in trying on new cloaths; and always ſuppoſed an 


elegant taſte in dreſs was a very cummendable qua- 


lification.. © 


Mrs. FrEEMAN, 
But there is a wide difference, my dear girl, 


| betwixt making it the bu/ine/s of our lives, and 


attending to it ſufficiently to make us eat and likt 


genileauomen. Beſides, there is nothing requires more 


attention to propriety of tine and place than dreſi. 
View yourſelf, and conſider whether you make an 


appearance that would be to your advantage, ſup. 


poſing any acquaintance mould accidentally come 1n 


to tea, | EY : 


Miſs Fu REEM AN, 
I could eaſily explain the cauſe of it; and I think 


every perſon muſt admire my dreſs, for it is the mott 


charming one [ ever ſaw. ' 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY, | 


Certain as you ſeem to be, Miſs Matilda, of 


L 


univerſal admiration, I cannot help thinking, that 


with your preſent appearance you would be diſap- 


pointed. Your gown, though elegant, loſes its 


effect, 


2u't 
an 


2 


irl, 
and 
like 
nore 
reſs, 
an 
Wa 
ein 


ink 


not 


for the world, 


7 


effect, by the miſerable ſtate of your OE which 
gives me the idea of porcupine quills, intermixed 
with feathers ; and the ornaments, though exquilite 
in their kind, inſtead of a only give you a 
ridiculous look. 

Mrs. FREEMAN. 


I think we have ſaid enough to convince Matilda 


that ſhe had better- retire, and lay by her cloaths 


fora properer ſeaſon, 


Mie Fantuan. 


; I never intended to keep them on long, but 


thought you would like to /e me, as I had 2 
myſelf, 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
If that was really your motive, my dear, I wall 
gratify your wiſhes, by telling you that I think your 
dreſs very pretty, and do not doubt, when it is 
put on with propriety, and for a ball, it will appear 
very elegant; and now let me adviſe you to take 1 it 
off, leſt you ſhould meet with ſome accident, 
Mies FREEMAN. | 

I will 90 directly, madam, I would not ſpoil it -- 
3 walks oY . behind her, ad. 


muring 
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ring "hl 8 the corner of her hood ſhe 
|  Fvreps down a cup and ſaucer, and ſpills the tea all 
over her : Miſs Clara jamps up to afſift ber. 
Miſs CLana 
O ſiſter, what a ſad accident! 
; Miſs F. REE Man [burſts into tears. ] 

Sad indeed! what ſhall I do? Papa will never 
give me another dreſs, and I ſhall not be able to go 
do the ball. What an unfortunate creature I am! 
: I/. FREEMAN, 

You are like a great many other people, my dear, 
commit an error, and then call yourſelf unfortunate 3 
your accident was entirely occaſioned by your pre- 


fering your own opinion to the Judgment of others. 
[ Rings the Bell.) Let Williams go with you to take 
off your things; perhaps with her care, they may 
eſcape better than you imagine. 

j [Enter Williams.] 


Mrs. FREEMAN. 


"Miſs Freeman has had an accident with her 0b 
you muſt endeavour, — to recover it as well 


as poſible, 


[24% Freeman and Williams go out, 
To Ni 


/he 


all : 


er 
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f Miſs CLARA. 

I am very ſorry poor Matilda has met with ſuch 
a misfortune, She ſhall be welcome to my dreſs if 
it will ft ber. 

5 Mr. Freeman. 
My mind is too much engroſſed by more material 


thoughts, to dwell on this circumſtance ; but 1 


think, with care, her dreſs will not be much the 
worſe ; and if it ſhould, it may ſerve as a leſſon in 
future, againſt fal/e pride and vanity. 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

Poor Matilda; one brought up as ſhe has been, 

could not meet a greater diſtreſs. | 
Mrs. FREEMAN. : 

Amidſt all her errors, I do not believe ſhe is 

really ill-natured ; different as the life ſhe leads with 


us is from that ſhe led at her aunt's, ſhe appears to 


me to ſubmit to it cheerfully ; and though ſhe does 
not follow any of the advice that I give her, full 
the /ifens without murmur ing. 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
From whence you may indulge the pleaſing hope 
of ſoon moulding her to your wiſhes, 


[ Enter 
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[Enter Miſs Freeman.] 
Mrs. FREEAN. 
Well, my love, how, fares your dreſs ? 
| Miſs FREEMAN. | 
Better than 1 could have expected, and Williams 
flatters me, that by to-morrow it will be little the 


worſe. 


Mi/s Clara. 
L am glad of that; for indeed, ſiſter, I felt Joon 
concern for you. 
| Mrs, FREEMAN. p - 
Tell me honeſtly, Matilda, do not you wiſh you 
had employed :yourſelf uſefully this afternoon, in- 


| ſtead of throwing your time "wy in ſo Dy a 


manner ? 
Miſs FREEMAN. 
To be ſure I do, becauſe then I ſhould not have 
Hurt my dreſs, 
| Mrs. FREEMAN. 
But does it not teach you the neceſſity of never 
being idle? had you aſſiſted Clara in attending to 
the young one's, you would not have had any time 


to miſemploy. | 
Miſs 


Ms 


the 


eat 
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Miſs F REEMAN., | 
If I could acquire a reliſh for employment it would 
be a comfort to me, What can do mamma ? N 


Mrs. Sas. ny 


Take pleaſure in readiug, writing, avorking & and 


if you have zafte, apply to the ſeveral accompliſh- 
ments, ſo admirable i in moſt of your acquaintance, 
Mi/s FREEMAN, | : 
I ſhould wm have time to do ſo much, nor 1s 
there I think a neceſſity for it, at leaſt for avorking, 


becauſe the ſervants can be employed about that z 


and as for writivg, what uſe is that of? 
Mrs. FREEMAN- 


In 1 my opinion, nothing marks a gentlewoman 


more than excelling in both; writing, is indeed, 


particularly neceſſary, as even from a note you 
may judge of the education of the perſon who 
executed it, | 

5 Mrs. ALLWORTHY. | 
True ; and it is a qualification that excites a great 
deal of praiſe,, which ought to be an inducement for 
acquiring it. Indeed, I would rather a child of 
mine could work and avrite well, than excel in what 
are peculiarly termed accompliſhments; though even 
the 
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% 


the 8 are ſo eſſential to a polite n that I 
ſhould be ſorry to ſee them wanting 
ach Miſs Clara. 

If 1 could only write and work, what could I do 
to aſſiſt mamma. in caſe of her being reduced to 
A h 
Mrs. AttwosTaEy. 

If you had not been better in ſlructed, more could 


not be expected from you, but we may hope to reap 


great benefit, where great pains have been beſtowed, 


Mi, Freeman. + OAT | 
I have had more maſters than my fiſter without 
knowing half ſo much. 8 
| Mrs. ALLwWwORT EHT. 
| You have been unfortunate, my dear, and bred ' 
up by an aunt who indulged you without conſider- 
ing the injury ſhe did to your future proſpects ; with 
your good ſenſe, I think, all that may be eaſily 
overcome. | . | | 


Miſs F REEMAN, | 
Every thing appears zew to me, and I am quite 


bewildered. Mamma ſeems perfectly good and 


kind to me, and fill I feel under a reſtraint before 


her 


t I 


out 


red 


ler- 
11th 
fily 


1te 


ind 


ore 


her 
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ker which I never experienced with my aunt ; what 
can be the meaning of it? my 
Mrs. Fanmman, 

Believe me, dear girl, I am anxiouſly ſolicitous 
for your welfare, and for that reaſon, lament your 
being educated by your aunt. I need not ſay, that 
her ſentiments did not accord with mine. The 
difference of our birth, made the difference of opinion, 
Life flowed ſmoothly with Her, ſhe had no trials, 
and poſſeſſed an income that inſured her reſpe& and 
adulation. 1 have experienced a very contrary 
fortune, and was early initiated in ſcenes of ſorrow. 


My father being an officer, felt diſtreſs himſelf, and 


pitied it in many who belonged to our regiment. 


No tongue can deſcribe the ſcenes of woe I have 
witneſſed ; the more melancholy, becauſe the objects 
were good and brave. By theſe, my heart has been 
ſoftened, and though by my marriage, I have been 


in very affluant circumſtances, I could never forget 
the poverty of my former n e 
Miſ⸗ FREEMAN. gt 


T ſhall be aſhamed to expoſe my ignorance, or I 
would begin takirg pains about ſomething ; but 
Vor. III. | F the 


as 


ee + Fig wt y 4 * * 2 
FOES 1 pr ern rn ere marr” ag” * 
— * $ - * 
* * 


© A e 


4% De TriumPH or Reagon, 


zhe latter are ſo eſſential to a polite education, that I 
ſhould be forry to ſee them wanting 
M/s Clara. 

If I could only write and work, what could I do 
to aſſiſt mamma. in caſe of her being reduced to 
poverty? | | 
ho | Mrs. ALLwozTay. 30 

If you had not been better inſtructed, more could 
not be expected from you, but we may hope to reap 
n benefit, where great pains have been beſtowed, 

"Ms Faxmganc 

I have had more maſters than my ſiſter without 
knowing half ſo much. — 

. Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

You have been unfortunate, my dear, and bred 
up by an aunt who indulged you without conſider- 
ing the injury ſhe did to your future proſpects; with 
your good ſenſe, I think, all that may be eaſily 
Rn. 3 | 
| Miſs FREEMAN, | | 

Every thing appears zew to me, and I am quite 


bewildered. Mamma ſeems perfectly good and 


kind to me, and fill I feel under a reſtraint before 


her 


out 


red 


er- 


1th 


ly 


1te 


nd 


ore 


her 


ker which I never experienced with my aunt; what 
can the meaning of it? = 
Mrs, FREEMAN, 


Believe me, dear girl, I am anxiouſly ſolicitous 


for your welfare, and for that reaſon, lament your 


being educated by your aunt. I need not ſay, that 
her ſentiments. did not accord with mine, The 
difference of our birth, made the difference of opinion, 
Life flowed ſmoothly with her, ſhe had no trials, 


and poſſeſſed an income that inſured her reſpe& and 


adulation. I have experienced a very contrary 


fortune, and was early initiated in ſcenes of ſorrow. 


My father being an officer, felt diſtreſs himſelf, and 


pitied it in many wWho belonged to our regiment. 
No tongue can deſcribe the ſcenes of woe I have 


witneſſed ; the more melancholy, becauſe the objects 


were good and brave. By theſe, my heart has been 


ſoftened, and though by my marriage, I have been 


in very affluant circumſtances, 1 could never forget 
the poverty of my former companions. 
Mijs Faru. / 


I ſhall be aſhamed to expoſe my ignorance, or I 


would begin takirg pains about ſomething; but 
 Vor. III. F the 
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the worſt is, I am 23 onknowing in every chings 
and therefore have no hopes of ever regaining loſt 


time. 


Fear not, 


The 8 OF Reagom. 


Mrs ALLWORTHY. 8 | 
Miſs Matilda, a good reſolution and 


endeavours will aſſiſt you beyond i imagination, 


Mrs. FREEMAN. 


It grows late ; 1 wonder we neither ſee or ben 


from Mr. F reeman | 


Mrs. ALLwozrar.) 


Do not let that alarm you, my dear et a 


pend your apprehenſions. 


Mrs. FREEMAN. 


My dependence and reliance are placed n | | 


conſolation never fails, and I doubt not a mite 1 
to my anxiety in proper time. | | 
Enter a F ootman with a 1 which be gi vet zo bi | 


miſtreſs and goes out,] 
Mrs. FREEMAN. 


"Papa my huſband ! 


| [She reads it kc agitation, 1 daughters ws 


- ber countenance attentively.] 


vateb 


Mr. 


In ſuſpence. 


| this ſhall be ſoon explained; at preſent, your mamma 


cl.] Lean upon my ſhoulder and tell me what 


of Drama, in TünzE Acts, Ft 


* Mrs. Fazeuan, 
All is loſt! | 5 
Miſs FREREMAN and Miſs Clara, | 
What is loſt? Dear mamma, do not keep us 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


Reſtrain your emotions a little while, my dear, 


is too much agitated to be able to talk to you. 


Miſs CLARA. 
J hope no accident has happened to papa, dear 


mamma, [e throws her arms round Mrs, Freeman's 


aflicts you ? 
Mrs, Freeman [compoſes herſelf. ] \ 
T am much recovered ; though ſadly hurt, that my 


r —§ç§—v—L:ʒ.L!ñĩ«— 


dear children muſt partake this affliction with me. 
Your father's loſſes in mo are very great. In ſhort, 
ne has not more than enough left to ſatisfy his 
creditors, { She preſſes each daughter to her heart.] 
Let us determine to ſubmit to our fate with becoming 
fortitude, and mutually unite in endeavouring to 
F 2 ſupport 
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* 


ſupport poor Mr. Freeman, 1 9 every 


conſolation. 

Miſs FREEMAN, [burſts te of tears] | 
| What will become of me ? what ſhall I do? wel 
are as badly off as Mrs. Gates; and if any body 
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- Mrs. ALLWORTHYs 
You are very Veli in your grief Matilda, and 
think om y for yourſelf. Look there, f pointing 1 
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her mamma.) direct your attention to that objed, 
forget your-ſorrows, and relieve her's, © 
| Mis FREEMAN, 
I do not know what to ſay to her, TI. cannot bel 
crying; it is eruel to expect ſo much from me. 
M; 72 CLaRa. 
Compoſe yourſelf, deareſt mamma, for all ou 
ſakes. I will do every thing I can to be uſeful. 
Mrs. FREEMAN. | 
T do not doubt it, and am quite have to out 
fate. May you, my dear Clara, practice, what i 
5 theory appeared ſo eaſy to you, for now it is becom 
neceſſary, and may your ſiſter benefit by your example 
1 muſt go to my young ones, ſoon will they b 
without another attendant, 


5 


Fry wp.” 4 5 a 0 


: . m_— 


Miſs Cana, [ fobbing.] 
Do not ſay fo, I will be their nurſe, and ſave you 


all the trouble in my power. 


Mrs, FrerMAN. 


1 neither fear your intentions or doubt your abi- 
lities, and will put them to a trial. Stay with your 


ſiſter, and endeavour to reaſon her into reſignation. 


Mrs. Allworthy, you will accompany me. 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
Moſt willingly. 


* 


| [They go out, 


Miſs CLARA runs and throws Ber arms round her fiffer's 


neck, and they continue crying n. Cle lara ber 
recollecti herſelf. 
Miſs CLARA. 


How ill am I performing my mamma's injane- 


tions! ſhe bid me "Oy you, and I am, by my own 


grief, adding to your's, 
Miſs FREEMAN. | 


What miſerable wretches are we all become! now 
muſt I ſubmit, perhaps, to be a ſervant; or, what 


is worſe, work for a daily ſubſiſtence, 


| ds. Mi. 


4 Drama, in TREE Acts, ' 53 


54 The TRIUMPH OF REASON, 


Miſs eiae 
If I am not obliged to be an apprentice, I ſhall 
think myſelf happy. To be ſeparated from . 
will indeed be a ſad ſtroke. 
| Miſs FREEMAN. 
Only think how Miſs Foley will rejoice in my 
downfall. 1 muſt fit below her and every body 
elſe. [cries again with violence. ] | 
Miſs CLARA. 
I ſhould never ſuffer ſuch thoughts as theſe to 
diſtreſs me. Now we may diſcover our real friends, 
Miſs FReeMAN, : 
You are quite a phileſopher, Clara! I am not; but 
Mill I could wiſh to be uſeful to mamma, and merit 
her kind approbation. _. ' | 
Miſs Clara, 3 
Dear Matilda, how I love you for that deſire? 
we ſhall never be greatly unhappy, if you will but 
uniie your endeavours with mine to leflen mamma's 
afflictions. | 
Mi/s FREEMAN, 
I wonder whether I could draw or paint ft to be 
ſeen ; I have a great inclination to try. 
Miſe 


though I will if poſſible to avoid it. 


who fell into that error. 


- 4 Drama, in Tyree Acts, 55 


Aa 


Miſs CLARA. 
Do. F have not one fear of your ſucceſs > any 
inſtruction in my power to give you may command. 
8 Miſs FR EEMAN. 
Thank you, Clara; I may perhaps trouble you, 


for the eder to ſtand in need of being by the 


younger. | 
5 Mir CLARA, 
| Let us forget that diſtinRtion, dear girl! the dif. 
ference of our ages is ſmall, and I have never been 


ſeparated from mamma's inſtruction and example. 


Mi, FREEMAN. 
1 begin to honor and love my dear mother, as 


much as you do. 


my reaſon: had ſhe exerted any violence, I am cer- 


tain ſhe would have found me obſtinate, though I 


mult confeſs greatly againſt my own intereſt. 


Miſs CLARA. 

Parents may ſometimes be wrong, yet I never 
could bear to hear them found fault with by their 
children, and always avoided the company of chaſs | 


Mie 


It is a ſhame - 


Her mildneſs has convinced 


— 
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_ Mifs F REEMAN, 

You are right, I am convinced ; that thou ght never 
ruck me before, but I did not give myſelf time to 
conſider much about any ching; ; however, I ſhall 
become a new being. But do you think, Clara, 
mamma will ever love me as well as ſhe does you ? 
Miſs Clana. 

I have no room to believe ſhe makes any Jifervnes 
amongſt any of us, in reſpect to her afe&4:on, though 
1 muſt ſuppoſe your being guided by her better 
judgment, will procure you a larger portion of her 
eſteem than you at preſent poſleſs, 
Miſs FREEMAN, 
©" Thave a great inclination to offer her my aſſiſtance 
in undreſſing the young ones; perhaps it might pleaſe 
and conſole her, as ſhe will not like the een 
ſhould ſee her affliction. 
Mis Clana. 

Very probably. Let us then unite our efforts. 

I hall tell mamma the offer was your own thought. 
Miſs Freeman, | 

No, I beg you will not, there is no merit in it, 

for ſurely it is my duty to ſave her trouble, 


| 4 


r 


r 


1 
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Miſs CLARA. 


But it is certainly commendable to do our duty, 


beſides, it will be the ſubject of great joy to 


mamma, that you already profit by her advice. | 


Miſs FREEMAN. 

Come then, let us begin the ſweet labours of duty 
and love. I think I feel more affection for the little 
dears, than ever I did. 

Miſs CLARA. 

Attending them 1s an endearing employment, 
and I think a very neceſſary one; for it teaches 
vs to know our obligations to my mother, by ob- 
ſerving the trouble ſhe once had with us. 

Mi „ FREEMAN, 


I am inſpired with ſpirit and reſolution, and, 


perhaps, by to-morrow morning, may ſurpriſe you 


with my capabilities. 


Miſs CLARA. 


? ſhall be prepared for ſomething great, and 


rejoice at your exertions ; but we ſeem to prate 


and forget our good intentions. 


; 4 Drau, (3 THREE ACTS. Ys 57 | 


— — 0 
— — — — 4 — — — OI ACA A 2 4 
n TY 


58 * TrxivMPH OF REASON, 


| Miſs Faeeuan. | 
Come then. No time ſhould be Jo when a ge 


action is in view. 


| i 5 . 1 5 MY 


ED of Acer IL 


ACT. 


1 
SCENE, 4 Porlow. The break/aft things. 


[4 Servant frews ia Mrs. Allworthy, then goes aut.] 
MM. ALLWORTHY, 
HOPE to find this diſtreſſed family more com- 
| poſed; and that a good night's reſt has calmed 
their ſpirits. Poor creatures, what a ſtruggle 
appeared in their exertions laſt night to ſupport 
each other. Their virtuous reſolution deſerves, 
and will, I doubt not, be rewarded. How much 
more does ſuch a conduct excite our pity and admi- 
ration, than weak unavailing complaints and deſ- 
pondency, which render people unfit to aſſiſt them - | 
klves, or to be aſlited by others, 


Mie 


6 The Trout of Reaton," | 


N Clara peeps into the room, then enters] 
Mi. CLAR A. 

Dear Mrs. Allworthy, I wiſhed to find you thine 

and am happily come in time to meet you ſo. 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

What has my dear girl to ſiy ? I ſhould ſuppoſe 
ſomething of great conſequence by that anxious 
countenance, 

Mi ifs CLARA, 

I have indeed Wstkisg of the firſt conſequence 
to mention, which has kept me from ſleeping all 
night. It is about my new cloaths ; you know [I 
I can never wear them now, and it will be a fad 
Pity for papa to pay for them when he is in ſuch 
diſtreſs, and beſides they will be uſeleſs. I wiſh, 
my dear ſecond mother, you would endeavour to 
diſpoſe of them among the numerous young ladies 
with whom you are acquainted. 

Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
- It is time enough to think W that ſubject, my 
dear, you had better not be _ 
Miſs CLARA, 
My mind is ſo bent upon removing this load 


from them, that I can think of nothing elle; 
| de, 


ſe 


ay 


occaſion. 


i 
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do, deareſt madam, promiſe to ' aſſiſt me on this 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
Depend on it, my love, every thing in my power 

you may command, 8 

1 Miſs CLARA. 


I knew you would not diſappoint my wiſhes. But 


I have now another favor to obtain, which you muſk 
grant. | 8 f wy 
Mr. ArLlwokrkr. 
You know me well enough, Clara, to be certain, 


that I can deny you no rea/onable requeſt, 


Miſs CLARA, 


Liſten to me then with. patience, I think it my 


duty to aſſiſt my papa and mamma as far as my 
power goes - will not you agree with me in that? 
Mrs. ALLwWw'OoRT HY. ; 
Certainly. But to what does all this tend? 
2 Miſs CTARA. 


To a very good point, as you ſhall hear. My 


cap, there is no doubt of the milliner's readily 
taking again, and ſo I diſpoſe of my ornaments, 
which are the laſt I ſhall ever have. But my 
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harpſichord and mulic will ſurely afford a ſmall 


| ſum of money, which would in an emergency be 


very acceptable ; the motive of my ſelling them, 


| without the knowledge of my parents, is for fear 


their tenderneſs for me ſhould oppoſe it. What uſe 
can muſic be of to me, who mult work for my bread? 
It would be ridiculous. you know, Mrs. All worthy, 
in ſuch a ſituation, to diſplay any faſhionable accom- 


Pliſementi. 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
oy am delighted with the dutiful attention you pay 
to the preſent unhappineſs of your worthy father 
and mother, whoſe diſtreſs would be more ſupport- 
able but for the conſideration of their children,” I 
eſteem you for thinking ſo. deeply, and hope the 
ſame ſolicitude will influence every future action of 
your life, which relates to them 5 but I cannot agree 


with you, that it is right to take any ſteps, though | 


for the relief of your parents, without their know- 


ledge and concurrence. 
Miß, CL ARA. 
Believe me, madam, I would not, on any common 
occaſian, preſume to act without their conſent 3 but 
this 


to 


to 


4 Daa, in Tanner. 


ey ſo peculiar F circumflance. It is ſelling what 


can no longer be of uſe, and is, beſides, my own, 
for my uncle gave me the inſtrument what was 
a very little girl. ; | 
Mrs. Alrwoarur. 
Still, my dear girl, I muſt ſupport my own 
opinion, Indeed, you are in an erfor to indulge 
ſuch a wiſh,” though to benefit your neareſt and 
deareſt relations, 2 BY 
| Mi3J5 c. 1 

I never was diſpoſed to rebel before ; but now, 
if I was older, ſhould like to oppoſe my opinion to 
your's, and abide by my own, 

Mrs. ALLWORTHY. — 

At any age, I fear ſuch conduct would draw its 
own puniſhment upon you, Why ſhould I oppole 
your intentions, but from motives of kindneſs ? 
i. Miſs CLARA. „ ® 

I know it, deareſt madam, and yet to give up a 
plan I have been all night bringing, as I thought, 
to perfection, and all to n unexpected relief 
to my beloved parents ? 
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derfally well and compoſed, but deſired to have 
her breakfaſt ſent up, as ſhe is buſy in regulating 
- ſome bills and books which ſhe cannot leave. 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


The thought, the deſign, is worthy of a feeling 


generous heart, with ſuch endearing ſentiments as 


| theſe you will beſtow peace on many, and enſure it for 


yourſelf. But let me entreat you never to indulge the 


wiſh of doing any thing in /ecrer. Think with what 
perſpicuity your amiable mother judges. As ſoon 


as your papa's affairs are arranged, ſhe will inſtantly WQ - 


ſettle the proper regulations for all her family, and, 
diſpoſe of what will not be for your benefit to, 


preſerve. Let us however, my love, [takes her 


Land.] drop this ſubje for the preſent. You will 


coincide with my opinion by-and- by, and thank me 


for being, what now appears peremptory- tell me 


how your mamma does, and whether he obtainet h 


.any reſt laſt night? 


Miſs Crans | Ay b 
I have great pleaſure in telling you ſhe is won 


Mrs, ALLwozTHY, | 

E It is time then to ſend hor ſome refreſhments 
2s come, my dear, make the tea, I am rather in 
or want of. ſome myſelf, as I have been op theſs 


he four hours. 

at . Mi CLARA. 
on 1 beg your pardon very lincerely, but my mind 
ty has been fo entirely engroſſed with my ſchemes, I 


nd never thought of eating. [She feats herfelf at the 
to _ but looks diſpirited and diſappointed. 1 


her N Me. ALLWORTHY, 

vill © Is your ſiſter with her mamma ? 

me Miſs CLana + 4+ 
me No, madam, ſhe got up very early, and ſhut 


ned herſelf into eur dreſſing room; whatever her employ- 
ment is, it muſt be of great conſequence, for ſhe has 
been there, undiſturbed, ever ſince fix o'clock. We 

von will ſend for her, [A. ſhe gets U; to ring the bell, 

have 


[Enter N % F reeman, with a drawing for 4 Ln 
ting mount in ben hand. T- * 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


Good morning to you, my dear, what Ady has 
© kept you ſo long alone? . | 


1 Ms 
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Miſs FREEMAN. 
I hope one, that will in time prove of ſome conſe. 


| quence to me. See the firſt fruits of my labour! 


[/aying the drawing on the table.] I would not break 


my faſt till I finiſhed the taſk I ſet myſelf, of endea- 


vouring to copy the fan-mount Clara ſhewed me 
yeſterday. I muſt beg her to inſtru me how to 
paint it. I think, with pains, I may do better 


than J apprehended I ſhould be able to do, 


Miſs CLARA. 


How well you have imitated my ation. 01 


ſiſter, what an acquiſition has inclination and appli- 


f cation already gained you. 


| Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
Dear girl! how this early inſtance of real atten. 
tion, both to yourſelf and friends, endears you to 


me; continue but your endeavours, and ſucceſs 


will attend you. At ſight of this, your parents will 


loſe the recollection of their 4% in your gain, of 


' ſuch moment to your future well doing. 


Miſs FREEMAN. 
T am very ſolicitous to obtain my mamma's love, 


for it is irkſome to live unregarded by any one. 
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Miſs CLAR A. 

That was not your caſe ſurely Matilda; my dear 
mother might ſometimes appear ſerious, but 1 
believe ſhe really regarded * as nn as 
ſhe could. 

Miſs Parrnan, 


My conſciouſneſs of not deſerving it may make 


me ſuſpicious. However, I think, if I can but 


model myſelf to my papa” s wilhes and her's, I ſhall 
be as much beloved as any one, 


Miſs CLARA. 


I will carry up mamma's tea, and wait on her 


myſeit, it may be pleaſanter than ſending a ſervant. 
[She goes out. 

Mis. ALLWORTHY. 
How much the change I already perceive | is 


wrought in your diſpoſition delights me! may you, 


my beloved girl, continue to feel the real advantage 


of employment, and make uſe of your time, which, 


once loſt, can never be regained. 


Miſs. FREEMAN, 
4 hope my mind will be as ſteady as my 1 profenc 
intentions are ardent; I ſhall endeavour to be *. 


and [ cannot do more, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. A: won r Hv. 

True; but you have not yet proved the efficacy 
of endeavours, they will will eſtabliſh good habits 
in time; which onde acquired, will, I hope, remain 
permanent, for life. 

Miſe FaeeMAN, 

T have been all night thinking what 1s to become 
of me, and making reſolutions. Yet, ſurely, T am 
very much to be pitied, who have been bred up 
with the expectation of a great fortune, and now 
when I could enjoy it am diſappointed. 
Mrs. AL1woORTHY. 

Every ſpecies of diſtreſs is the ſubje& of commiſ— 


ſeration to the humane. Yet, how wany hundreds 


now fink under afflictions heavier than yours, 
without one alleviating circumſtance, but what 
| ariſes from a dependence on Providence? 


Miſs Freeman. 
1 do not think any diftreſs can exceed mine, 
Mrs. ALLwoRTHY, 


And why your's in particular you certainly 


ſhare diſtreſs with your family, but your misfortune 


is not greater than theirs. 


Miſe 


n „ 69 

Miſs F REEMAN. P 
4 Surely, madam, my aunt's bringing me-up ta 
& the expectation of a great fortune, without hinting 
* at the poſſibility of a reverſe, adds much to my 

preſent diſappointment. 

Mrs. AuULwokTHY. 1 

IJ True, my dear, you have laboured under many 
1 diſadvantages. Falfe pride, which has been the 
, bane of many, was early inſtilled into your young 
7 mind, and will require reaſon and relivion to over- 
come it. The cure is already begun, by your 
opening your ears to the ad monitions of your friends, 


by which you diſcern how wrong it will be, to retain 


$ opinions calculated only to miiguide you, 
„ | | Miſs FREEMAN. 
l I ſincerely wiſh to be as amiable as my ſiſter, | ! | 
did I but Know how to become ſo! 1 
| Mrs. ALLWORTHY, . 8 


By copying all that is praiſeworthy in her. Let 


us now. go and pay our reſpects to your mamma, 


7 - Miſs FEEEMAN, F b 
8 I will attend you with pleaſure, madam. _ | 

| | [They go cut. 
ft h SCENE, 
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SCEN E, changes 10 anther Parlour. 
Ear the ro Mije Foleys.] 
Mi Fol ET. 
How I will mortify that proud inſolent girl, and 
make her feel that I am now. her ſuperior. | 
22 HR RIOT. 
You could not ſurely come hither with ſo cruel 
a deſign ? I would not have accompanied * had I 
ſuſpected it. 
Miſs Foiuv. | 
And therefore I kept my PEE EY to myſelf, 
| What, do you think I will not retort on the proud 
minx when I have the opportunity ? 
Miß, Hax RIOT. 

J hear them on the ſlairs, and dread the meeting. 
| [Enter the Miſs Freemans] | 
Mi Fol Ex, [juft riſes from her chair, and inks 

into it immediately.] | 
Your ſervant, | 
Mi Haan 10T, | 
flow do you do, ladies? ? 1 hope we {ee you well? 


Fl 
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Mi an 
vu well, I thank you, pray fit down. 
[They all feat themfelors. , 
d | Mis For kr. 
| Bleſs me! whatis the matter with Miſs Freeman ® 
why, you are as mute as a fiſh, 
el Miſs CLARA. 
I My ſiſter is the ſame as uſual, I believe, but x we 
cannot command our ſpirits at all times. 
V% Porr. 

And cannot ſhe anſwer for her/elf? There was a 
time when Matilda did not need the aid of her 
meek ſiſter. 2 

Miſs FREEMAN, 
I am obliged to Clara for ſpeaking, and think it 
hard you ſhould reprove her fort, 
Mifs For Ex. 
O! by no mean, I reprove her, for what? ſhe 


7. 
— 


Ws very welcome to ſpeak. I can think of nothing 
ut the ball to-night, and the dreſs I ſhall appear 
n. We ſhall meet you of e durſe 

Mi Freeman burft into tears.] 


1? 
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ee Miſs FOLEY. 
What can make you cry, Miſs Freeman ? you, 
who are to eclipſe all the young ladies by your ft 


ſuperior finery? 
Miſs Ciara. 8 1 
We ſhall not on this occaſion outvie ny one, 
for we are not to be there. 
Mis HaRrnroT. 
I am extremely concerned for that, 
Miſs Foley. | 
Not there? you muſt miſtake ! child, for T know MW ine 


/ you have new dreſſes for the purpoſe. Send hem, us, 
however, that ſomething belonging to you may be 

taken notice of. : | | ; 

Miſs Freemal, _ 

I ſee, Miſs Foley, you are cruel enough to rejoice tot 


— — _ — - 


in our diſtreſs, therefore I will complete your 


triumph, by informing you, that in all probability, V 


Fe N 


we ſhall never go to any balls as long as we live. plac 


+ nao 


— — 
— 2 


— — —  c— —— _— —— — — 


[ Continues crying. Ine, 
Mi. F or Ex. Ko 
Pray, then, what are you to go to? 
= | Miſs Clara, [greatly agitated. ] 
1 To ſervice, perhaps. * 
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Mi Foley. 
| To'fervice! then you niuſt change your names, I 
ſhould inſiſt upon that, if you offered yourſelves 
to me. 8 a 
Mi; HAR RIOT, [with great concern. v 


heard ſomething of your papa's loſſes, but hoped to 
find it only report. 
3 2. Clara. 

It is too true; but we are all reſigned to our fate; 


us, it would be ſhameful if we were not. 
8 Miſs HARRIOTr. 
You have not yet, my dear Clara, experienced 


the ſad reverſe, and I hope, never will, at leaſt, not 

ice {to the degree of ſervitude, 

our | Miſs Foley. 

ty, What fi ignifies the degree. They will eaſily get 
places. I will ſpeak to Lady Grogram. She told 

g. Ine, decayed gentlewomen were the pleaſanteſt of all 


| lomeſtics ; they were ſo patient, and bore reproof 


better than any others. 8 
Vor. III. N | — 
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Dear girls, how my heart bi leeds for you; I had 


indeed, with ſuch an example as mamma's before 
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| Miſe Hax RIOr. 
Fie! ſiſter, it is cruel to add to their diſtreſs ? 
Mi, Fol EY. 
Add to it? why they ſhould be innured to what 


they muſt meet with; reſpeQ never follows the 


indigent- 


Mijs 1 [ avith fome ſpirit.] 

We need not make ourſelves quite ſo deſpicable, 
as to live with a modern fine lady; that would 
be to give up all pretenſions to reſpect at Once, 

Mi F OLEY. : 
You muſt give up your Hpirit, madam, or you 


will ſoon be turned out of doors go where you wall, 
and then to whom will you apply for relief 3 
Miſs FREEMAN. | 
Not to you, Miſs Foley. I ſhall trouble you on 
no occaſion, believe me. | | 
Miſs F OLEY. 
I am glad to hear it ; for I hate 4 
acquaintance. : a 
Mis Ciara, „ 1 
We ſhall, I truſt, have no occaſion to ſeek to 
any; for we do not deſpair of being ſought by tl 
worthy and the good, | : Þ 
: „ n 


J 
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Mi ifs Forer. 
O, are theſe your hopes? Then oben # you do not 


deſpair of being rich again, and ſeating your above us? 


lat | 
he . a neee, 5 
I bluſh to think I was ever capable of acting ſo 
meanly, and ſincerely aſk Miſs Harriot's par Fi” 
le, my behaviour the laſt time we met. Clara con- 
a vaced me yeſterday of the impropriety of my pon. 


duct towards you; and to-day my own feelings 
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them, I ſhall be obliged by it. Accept my ccm- 


ſtrengthen and confirm her argument. [ Looks flrad | ö 
„Hal at Mis Foley. 1 h 
ill, | Mi, Foley. 3 | 

You are very inpertinent in your manner, Matilda; . 

but people who mix with their 7/2riors, muſt expect | 
alto meet impertinence. Come Harri t, let us go; or do | | 
you intend to flay crying over theſe girls all day? ik 

| |  Mi/s HakrRriorT. | | 
lent If they will permit me to aſſiſt in comforting | \ | 

| 


pany, dear pirls, I beſeech you. 
Miſs Clara. 


Your offer is a very kind one, my dear Miſs Harriot ; 


2 — On — — 
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but we cannot think of interfering with the ball ; to- 


morrow, if you will favor us, we ſhall be glad of 


your company. di,, 
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22 FoLEY. 

It is a vain wiſh. Mamma will never ſuffer my 
titer to keep hw company. | 

| Miſs FREEMAN. 

I thank you, Miſs Foley, for opening my eyes, 
Juft as you argue now, did I yeſterday about poor 
Mrs. Gates; and treated her very 7n/olently ; now 1 
heartily repent having done ſo, Take warning, 
therefore, by wy errors and misfortune ; the latter 
may be your's, but it will loſe half its A if 
unaccompanied by the former. 

Miſt Foley, [diſdainfully.] 

It i is not for ſuch people as you to give advice. — 
Do you part with your inſtrument? hat a fooliſh 
queſtion ; that you do of courſe. | 

Miſs Brand 
Certainly ; I ſhall never think of attending to 


muſic, unleſs it ſhould be neceſſary to recom- 
mend me in whatever ſtation papa fixes on for 


me. Mrs. Alleorthy Nr I am qualified a 


/ 


a teacher to a ſchool. 
Mi; % FOLEY. 
A ble fed life you will paſs; and, Matilge' 8 delicate 


hands to trundle a mop. 


A Drava, in TRENE AcTs. wy 


Miſs Hani . 
y For fate | ſiſter. | 


If the is ſunk below your pity, 195 her alſo be 
below your c confempt. 
Miſs FREEMAN. 

Jam ſunk in fortune, it is true, but I muſt be 
abject indeed to wiſh to obtain any thing from Miſs 
Foley, but her abſence, or her A. Hence, | 

Masi Fol EY. 
Am I ordered out of this houſe by you ? pere | 


tinence ! for this behaviour, I will never ſpeaks one 
word in your favor. a 
Miſs FREEMAN, 

You have treated me, Miſs Foley, as I deferve, 


and have done me an eſſential piece of ſervice ; but 
to tell me, could you, even by a look, indicate an 
15 unkind thought to my patient amiable ns ? 
or e BAY FOLEY: 3 
as 1 ſhould look at ber the ſame as I do at other © 
people, perhaps leſs embarraſſed now ſhe is beneath 
me; for ſome how 1 uſed rather to ſtand in awe 


te of her. 


J 
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| Miſs CLaRa. 
| You make me angry, Miſs Foley, by ſaying, my 


| deareſt mother is beneath you. But J recollect myſelf; 


ſhe would only nile at ſuch a remark, and I am 


| proud to follow her example. 


[Enter Mrs. Allworthy.] 
: Miſs FREEMAN. 

You look remarkably cheerful ; dear madam, 
what occaſions it? | 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY, 

The fight of your papa. He is returned home, 
and appears uncommonly well. To 

+ | Mijs Cuanras 
I rejoice to hear it, may I goand ſee him 2 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. | 

Not immediately, he has people on buſineſs with 
bm. Your mamma is coming preſently, 

 Mifs FREEMAN. 

As my papa is in health and ie, he will be 
more capable of e us in future, and com- 
fortin g mamma. | 

Mrs. ALLWORTHY., 
She Lacs not appear at preſent. to want comfort, for 


ſhe poſſeſſes every thing the. can wiſh for in this 
Mi 


world. 
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| Mis Fol Ex. | | 

But fortune ; and 1 fancy every body finds that . 

a very neceſſary ingredient to bappweſs, | | 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


How can Mrs. Freeman want fortune ? it 1s well 
known that Mr. Freeman is one of the richeſt mer- | 


chants in the city. 


Mi 22 FREEMAN. 

O, madam! you need not conceal from Miſe F ole 
our misſortunes, ſhe knows them, not "ſy from us, 
but from report, 

Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 

Then I muſt have the pleaſure of telling her, 
report is not always to be depended upon, For 
Mr. Freeman's ſhips are ſafely arrived in the river ; 
and he has heard, that ahother, which he thought 
taken by the enemy, has only been detained by 


contrary winds, in a neutral port theſe two months, 


and is hourly expected. 
Miſe CLARA. 
No wonder you looked ſo pleaſed, madam, for, 
your goodneſs leads you to rejoice with every — 


| that is fortunate. 


Miſe 
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Miſs dos, ; 
1 do fincerely congratulate you on this vr 
event, and am rejoiced to hear it. 
Miß Fol Ex, [ looks very much conf uſed.] 
I wiſh you joy, Who could have chought it! 
Come, ſiſter, we had better go. 
Miſs HarzoT. 
I am ready to attend you, with a lighter heart 
than J brought hither. 
Miſt FoLer, fears] 


I ſuppoſe theſe ladies will go to the ball now; _ 


Shall we have the honor of going with you ? we can 
call on you in our coach if agreeable. 


Miſs Clara. 
You are very obliging ; ; but we cannot t think of 
the ball, till we have ſeen papa and mamma, and 


know if it is agreeable to them for us to go. 4 


Miſs FREEMAN. 


As Miſs Foley has made the offer of taking us, we 
can let her know as ſoon as this matter is determined 


for us. 
| 1550 HARRIOr. 


Do then; we ſhall be happy to join your party. 


Good morning to you. [They curteſy and go out. 
6 Mrs. 


th 


to 
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Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
Let me now preſs my dear girls to my heart, and 
_ congratulate them on returning proſperity. 
Miſe Freeman. 

You ſhould rejoice alſo in my adverſity 3 for it 5 
done me more good than riches poſſibly could haye 
done. I was inclined to give up falſe pride by my 
mamma's arguments and your's; but Miſs Foley's 
conduct this morning has, I hope, extinguiſhed 
every latent ſpark of it; ſhe ſhewed me my own 
picture; I pity her error, though I deſpiſe in her thaſe 

faults which made my own character contemptible, 
LE Mis Clara. | 
Indeed, ſiſter, you have ſhewn more whats 
than I could have practiſed, Miſs Foley has been 
more unfeelingly inſolent than I thought any 
perſon capable of being. 1 

M. ifs FREEMAN. 

You forget my conduct yeſterday to poor Mrs. 

Gates ; it was quite as inexcufable. | 
Mi, CLARA. | N 

But, Matilda, 8 could you promiſe to go to 

the ball with them, in caſe we ſhould be permitted 


to 807 you cannot think of it. | 
Mi 
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Miſs FrEEMAN. 


Why not? it is my intention to accept her invita. 


tion to night, and at all proper times ; not only to 


ſhew to her, that I am above reſenting her treatment, 


but alſo, that the ſight of her may remind me of 


my own faults, and with a ſecret hope, that the 
change in my conduct, may effect an alteration in 
her's. | 


— 


Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 


You judge nobly, my dear girl. Continue to think 


thus, and Jalſe pride, the bane of peace, will not- 


endanger the loſs of your future repoſe, Well, 


Clara, will you liſten to my admonitions i in future? 


was not my advice better to follow than your own? 


Miſs rand. 
O dear, madam, I bluſh at the recolleQion of my 
earneſtneſs, and beg your pardon for it. 
Miſs FREEMAN, 
What did you do then, Clara? I long to know. 
Mrs. ALLWORTHY. 
We will talk of it another time; though it is 


nothing but what muſt redound to her credit, and 


prove her duty and attention to her parents. 


[Enter 


83 
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[Enter Maid. 
| D | Maid. 5 
: My lady ſent me to beg one of the young ladies 


, ſome time. | 
of . Miſs FREEMAN, : 
» Then we are to go to the ball; will you go firſt, 
in „ | 
ſiſter? | | 
- Miſs CLARA, 


If it is moſt agreeable to you? 
[She goes out. 
| Maio. g 
My miſtreſs has been enquiring about a box of 

Fne things belonging to you Miſs, and is afraid 

ſomebody has ſtolen it. | 
Miſs FREEMAN, [Bluſhes, in confufron.] 

" I have it; run and tell mamma. [in confufion 
Maid goes out.] I am ſorry now I took them ; but, it 
was to get you to ſell them, and carry the money 

1 to her. I had nothing elſe to give; could I then 


refuſe to part with what was of no uſe to me? 


15 | Mrs. ALLwoRTHY, | 
nd But it was wrong to take them clandeſtinely, and 

might have been productive of great uneaſineſs to 
ter | 


your 


” would come to the hair dreſſer, who has been waiting 
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and deſires to ſee you there, ladies. 
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your mamma, I muſt read both. your ſiſter and 
you a lecture on this ſubject; for _ offence was of 
a fimilar nature, 
[Enter MIt. 
My maſter is gone into my miſtreſs's drefling room, 


Ide gies out. 
Ms Freeman [cries.] | 

What can be the matter with me; I was never 
happier in my life, and yet I cannot ny my 
tears. 

Mr. AL LWok rav. | 

Senfibility frequently produces this effect, that is 
now your caſe. But go, my love, to your papa, 
and receive in his careſſes the reward you merit. 

[She gots out. 
Mr. ALLWORKTHY. 

The goodneſs 'of Providence has vento the 
affliction of this worthy family, and conviction has | 
ſubdued Marilda's arrogant pride; her behaviour 
to Miſs Foley (which I overheard by being in the 
next room) will, I hope, bring about her refor- 
| | ENS mation 


FN 


f. 


e . 


— 


mation alſo, and confirm the TRIUMPH OP 


Reazon. I will now join this joyful family, and 


2ſt in decorating the dear girls for the ball. 
| 3 | [She goes out. 


THE END. 


Vor. III. 1 


| | 
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IN THREE A 


PERSON S of the DRAMA. 


Mrs. VERNON. 

Mrs. G. VERNON... 
Mrs. SELWVN. | 

Miſs SELWYN, aged 14. 

- Miſs VERNON, 16. 
Mafier VERNON, 13. 
Miſs WARD, 15. 
Miſs FRANKLIN, 3 
Miſs THUROT, 13. 

SALLY, and other Attends ; 
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A DRAMA, ix THREE ACTS. 


SCENE, L 


[Mr. 8 at breakfaſt, da by her Maid. = 
[Enter Mi % Selwyn, who advances to the table and 
takes her grandmamma's hand.] 

Mi Serwyn. 
O OD morning to you, my dear grandmamma. 
I hope you reſted well laſt night, and feel no 
remains of the rheumatic pains you complained of? 


| 1 3 Mrs. 


bh | 1 
Bk Th 
{ | 
| 


Mrs. VERNON. 

Thank you, my dear girl, I am as well 28 1 

can expect to be at my late time of life, though I 
have ſtill the ſame pains flying about me. 
15 22 SELWEN, [who fits down.] 

I am extremely ſorry for it. Is your breaſtfaſt as 
you like it ? your toaſt does not look ſo nice as uſual; 
you do not ſeem to reliſh it. Sally, you had better, 
if you pleaſe, make another. : M 

Mrs. Vernon, 

Your ſolicitude is very grateful to my feeling 
but, indeed, my maid has done every thing as | 
uſual, It is not wonderful that the appetite cf 
an old woman near eighty mould fail her, who 
is too infirm to take the benefit of freſh air and 
exereiſe. 

Ro Miſs SELWYN. | 
What would I give that I could by any meam 


remove ſome of your infirmities? then my dear 
grandmamma might enjoy herſelf abroad as 1 do. 
Mr. VERNON. 
e Health is certainly one of the 
greateſt bleſſings we can poſſeſs zbut unfortunately, ve 
| ſeldom 


Jom 


= 
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ſeldom know how to prize it, till loſt by our own 


miſmanagement. The yourhful too generally imagine | 
they ſhall never be old; and therefore throw away 
the moſt precious part of their lives in folly and 


diſſipation, which occaſions conſtant regret for miſ- 


pent time, and embitters all their latter years. My 
comfort is, that I feel only the natural infirmities of 


age; my conſcience does not reproach me on this 


head, 


Miſs SELwYn. 
Young people who have. a grandmamma and 


mamma like mine, can ſurely never be ſubje& to 


ſuch errors ? 


Mrs. VęERNON. 
We are to hope they have not ſuch advantages as 


you have, my dear. Sally, take away, and give 


me my knotting bag. 
Miſs SEW ITW. ; 

You are never idle, madam. With your per- 
miſfion, I will fetch my embroidery, and keep you 
company, | 
; Mrs. VERNON. 

Do fo, my love. [Miſs Selwyn goes aut.] Rub 
this table a little more, Sa/h, 

SALLY, 
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” | SALLY. 


How very pretty Miſs grows, Madam me will 
be a perfect beauty in time. 
Mrs. VERNON. 


She has a good heart, and a ſweet diſpoſition 


thoſe are durable perfections. Let me hear no 
flattery, Sally. 


[ Sally ly goes e out, 
[Enter Mi 8 Selwyn with her frame, which ſhe places 
properly and begins to work.) 
Mise, SELWYN. 


I have often wondered, my dear grandmamma, 


to think how it is poſlible for you to be ſo cheerful 


who are always in pain, and neither can viſit or be 
much viſited, © 
Mrs. VERNON. 


Many circumſtances conduce to my cheerfulneſs. 


My Creator, as one of his bountiful gifts, has 


endowed me with an active mind, in conſequence of 
which, I have acquired a habit of conſtant employ- 
ment. But above all, the reliance which a long 


life has taught me to place on my Maker, naturally 


| produces ſerenity of mind; and I look back with 


ſatisfaction 


* 


il 


tient to ſee your couſin? 
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ſatisfaction on the days chat are paſt, as I truſty 


guided by his unerring hand, I have not ſpent them 
unproßtably. T am ſure I have not unthank fully, The 
bleſſings I enjoy are manifold. Misfortunes [ have 


ſhared with the reſt of mankind. Grateful and 


reſigned, I wait for the moment of my diſſolution. 


Mit, SeLwyYN. 
T hope, however, that your life will be ſpared many 
years longer ; for I have a greatdeal to learn; and 


though my mamma is all goodneſs, yet ſhe has not 


ſo much time for converſation as you have; beſides, 


it would break my heart to be ſeparated from you. 
Mrs. Vernon, [ /miling. ] 

The heart, my dear, is not ſo eaſily broken as you 
imagine; great and heavy have been my afflitions. 
My mind was naturally weak, and apt to repine at 
every diſappointment, this my parents early obſerved, 


their kind attention to me ſtrengthened it; they 


ſoon convinced me, that a dependance on this 


world 1s vain, and taught me to draw conſolation 


from that ſource which never fails. At what time 


may we expect the travellers? are you not . 


MI 
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Miſs SELWYN. 
Indeed Jam. Mamma told me at parting that ſhe 
hoped to be at home by dinner to-day, and I ordered 
It accordingly. I am afraid my appearance will be 
very. aukward in the company of Cecilia. Seven 
years reſidence in France, has no doubt, made her 


all accompliſhed. 


| Mrs. VERNON. 
T hope it has improved her, or it will be ſeven years 
thrown away: but why ſhould you be aukward, 
becauſe he is accompliſhed ? you have had the ad- 


vantage of a good education, and under the eye of 


an amiable mother, whoſe acquirements and conſtant 


attention muſt havegiven you a benefit your couſin 
wanted, ſeparated as ſhe has been for ſuch a length 
of time from all her relations. 


Mis SELWYN.. 


My aunt holds me ſo cheap for having been 


educated in England, though ſhe forbears to ſpeak 


her ſentiments, I think her lass ſeem to ſay, when 


my mamma kindly commends my behaviour, my. 


daughter will ſoon convince you whoſe judgment is the 


bet.” 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. VERNOxN. 

You ſhould avoid all ſuſpicions of this kind ; for 
it is ungenerous fo judge of what paſſes in the minds 
of others merely from their Jooks 3 had your mamma 
| thought as you do, I dare ſay ſhe would have been 
equally hurt, but would have forborn to expreſs her 

| ehagrin to any one. | 
M; 75 SELWYN, 


I ſaw yeſterday merning tears ſtart into her eyes, at 


1, a remark my aunt made on home education, but it is 
true, that inſtead of taking it up, ſhe only turned and 


of {embraced me with the greateſt affection, and ſeemed, 


whilſt ſhe preſſed me to her boſom, to ſay, ** 1 am 
atisfied with you,” My aunt was too full of her ap- 


to me. 


0 Mrs. VERNON, 
The negle& was pardonable. I muſt not have you 
eak rhink of ir. Your mamma's conduct chrough life 
hen ill be an excellent guide for you. Be thankful to 
0D that you have before your eyes ſuch an 


abs xample. She has ſacrificed her own feelings on 


Mrs. Fer my ſake, to take your aunt and couſins into this 


houſe. 


proaching meeting with Cecilia, to ſay even adieu 


many occaſions ; and when I loſt my ſon, conſented, 
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pleaſure, as ſeeing you pay duty and reſpe& to yout I in 


houſe. Vou are old enough to remark, that they 


are in ſome reſpects different from her, both in 


ſentiment and character: yet to this ſhe has ſub- 
mitted, and without once deviating from the reſpeck * 
which he thinks due to the reli of ſo near a relation. 

= oy Miß, SELWwYN. 


I am ſure, my couſin George often treats my 


mamma ſhamefully, and yet my aunt ſeldom reproves 


Mrs. VERNORN. 
It; is with great concern 1 ſee his mother's blind 2 


indulgence towards him; but as he has a good un-) 


derflanding, I hope he will in time learn to behave f 
with propriety. 


| [Enter Maſter Vernon haſtily, ha runs to Miſs Selwyn, 


then ſpeaks.] | fi 

I have broke my kite, couſin ; do give me ſome pf 

paper to mend i it with ? ze e 0 
= Miſs Spiwvyw. 


I will give you ſome paper, George, with as muck 
grandmamma would give me. g th 


| Maſi 


i 
es 


Vo 


me 
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| Maſter Ven NON. 


I do not mean to be rude to grandmamma, and 


| wil kiſs her, if ſhe pleaſes ; for, indeed, ſhe is never 
eroſs to me; but I heard Miſs Yard complain the 


other day, how ill-natured her grandmother was; 


and ſhe ſaid, ſhe did not know what uſe old women 


were of, if they muſt /zve, but to ſit in the chimney 


corner and knit ſtockings. 
Mrs. Vernon. 


If you have adopted this ſentiment, Gorge, my 


affection can be of little eſtimation in your opinion; 


yet I feel myſelf your parent, and am truly anxious 


for your welfare. 
Miſs SELWYN, 
I think Miſs Ward was quite inexcuſable to uſe 


ſuch expreſſions ; for if ſhe has no ſenſe of duty, or 
propriety herſelf, ſhe ſhould not have endeavoured 


to pervert the minds of others. 
Mr. VERNON. 
Very true, my love ; but young people who are 


in habits of inſolence, ſeldom conſider to whom 


they addreſs 1 it, or think of the prevalence of example. 
Vor. III. K : [Mife 


98 De ConTRAST, 
[2/5 Selwyn furniſhes the young gentleman with paper, 
| then ſpeaks. | 
| Mifs SELWYN. 
There, couſin, you may now repair the damage 
your kite has received; and I hope you will allow, 


that if ol women are 2 lest, young one's are 
not ſo? 


Majeer ves RNON, 


Why, hope you do not call yourſelf a woman! 
however, I thank you for your kindneſs. As ſoon | 


as I have mended my kite and dried it, I will gr f 


and try if it will fly, — 


Mrs. Vernon. 


I think I heard a carriage ſtop ; ; if ſo, our hopes 


or fears, will ſoon become certainty. 


[Enter Mrs. Selwyn.] . 


Mrs. SELWYN. 


| How is my dear mother? I have had ten thouſand | 


alarms for your health during my abſence. 


Mrs. VERNON. 


| Your daughter has paid ſuch attention to me, that | 
I have hardly felt your Joſs; which will, I hope, 


induce you not to confine yourſelf fo much as for- 


He goes cu. 


merly. 


RR 


44 
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a merly. Have you brought home your ſiſter and the 


young Frenchwoman ? 
Mr. SELWYN. , 

I have, madam; they only wait your permiſſion to 
be admitted. My beloved Tere/2, you are dearer 
to me than ever, for ſhewing ſuch ſweet attention to 
your grandmother. ” | 

Miſs SELWYN. 
T am- happy to obtain your approbation ſo eavily; 
mamma; for in ſo doing, I have only followed the 
bent of my own inclinations. 5 


Mrs. VERNON. 


Poſtpone at IO theſe joyful e fuſions It will 
be proper for Tere/a to welcome her aunt and 


" Couſin; in the mean time, I will, with your aſh ſt- 


W ance, daughter, prepare — for che ap n 


| | interview, 
Mrs. SELWYN. es 

Go then, my love, into the parlour, and tell my 
| ſiſter, her mother will attend her immediately. 

8 [Exit Miſs Selwyn. 

5 Mrs, VERNON, 

Tam all anxiety and apprehenſion, whilſt Len- 
quire whether my ſon's daughter is worthy of him ? 
1 N Mrs. 
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The ConTRAST. 


Mrs. StLwyn. 

Cecilia is certainly not ſuch a character as will 
pleaſe you. Her education may make a figure among 
the gay and thoughtleſs, but is no more ſuited to 

the pleaſures of a fire fide, than ſuch pleaſures are 
ſuited to her, . 

| Mrs. VERNON, 

My fears were then prophetic when I warned her 
infatuated mother againſt ſending her to a convent, 
But what is to be expected when a child is re. 


moved ſo many years from the watchful eyes of anx: 
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ious affection? will you aſſiſt me to make the uſul IM 


alteration in my dreſs, that I may avoid coming up 
ſtairs any more to-day; and then, with a palpitatin 
heart, will I embrace this dear perverted child. 
[7 hey go out 
SCENE, changes to a Parlour. 
D Mrs. G. Vernon and her daughter. ] 
Mrs, G. Vzrnon, 
It is ſtrange no one comes to welcome us. 
Miſs Vernon. 
Not at all; I dare ſay my aunt is decorating all 


" documenting Tereſa, that ſhe may not appear aul u 
| dbdeſeſ 
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before me, [with a toſs of her head,] ſhe may try, but 
U I do not fancy ſhe will ſucceed very well. 


9 Mrs. G. VERNON. 
to Youare much miſtaken, my dear, Your couſin is 
re a very amiable and accompliſhed girl, nor does ſhe 


-ever want decorating for her dreſs is always neat, and 


ſuch as ſhe may be ſeen in before any one. 


er i | Miſs Vernon. | 
nt, Well, I allow ſhe may be neat, but ſhe cannot 
re- BY know how to put her cloaths on as fa/hionably as I 
nx BY do, for I have been dreſſed like a woman ever ſince 
ſual 1 went to France. 1 

ow BR [Enter Miss Selwyn æaubo goes to b her couſin 
ting | . with great affedtion.] 


Welcome to England, my dear Cecilia; I cannot 
expreſs the joy I feel that I once more ſee you in 


this houſe, . Pardon me, - aunt, for taking notice 


of my couſin, before I have paid my duty to you; 


but my joy at ſeeing her occaſioned it. 
Mrs. G. Vernon [embraces Ber.] 


| You are forgiven, my love, for a very natural 


and pleaſing omiſſion ; I am glad you retain the af. 


fection which, even in infancy, you felt for my 
K 3 ps Cecilia. 


The CONTRAST, 


Cecilia. [To her daughter, aubo ftands gazing at Mi; 
Selwyn in. an affected manner] your neither ſpeak 
or return your couſin's kind reception—recolle& 
yourſelf, my dear, 
Miſs VerNON, 
My coufin is ſo grown and altered, that T ſhould 
not have known her any where; but I am very 
happy to ſee her again, [She ſalutes Ber.] 
Mrs, G. Vernon, 
Vour ſeparation, conſider, has been long enough 
to make an equal change in 07h of you, How is 
my mother, Tereſa? perhaps ſhe may like to ſe 
ms alone firſt, I will, therefore, find George, and ö 
then attend her in her own apartment. My abſence F 
will accelerate your intimacy, I hope, for at preſent, 
you young Ladies, ſeem very diſtant to each other, 
= [She goes out, | 
Digs Ver NON. „ 
Indeed I do not mean to appear cool; but T have | 
been ſo loſt in admiration of you, couſin, that it 


tied my tongue, 


Id 


ye | 


17 
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Mi Serwe v. 

You are very kind, my dear Cecilia; but I cannot 
be vain enough to belizwe what your politene/5 leads 
you to ay. ks a7 

6 Miß, Verxon. | 

Doubt my veracity, child? „ true as the needle to 
the pole. But come, tell me ten thouſand things at 
once; I long to know how you amuſe yourſelf ? 

Miſs SELWYN. 
I can ſooner tell you how/I employ myſelf; for as 


to aru/ements, except joining your brother George, 
in his plays ſometimes, I have very few; I am, 
= however, ſeldom unemployed : but now you are re- 


turned I inay promiſe myſelf many pleaſures ſuitable 


| to my time of life, which the want of a companion 


has for ſome time deprived me of. 
Miſs VERNON. 


La, coz! you talk as if we were to play like 


| children ſtill; I like nothing in the old fyle; befides, | 
I have too much vivacity to continue the /ame em- 


floyment long, fa, la, la. [ fngs, and dances brfore 


ile lroking-laſs. ] 


Mie 


14 Pe CorRAS T, 


Miſs SELWYN.. 

You have charming ſpirits, and will find me ready 
to join you in both ſinging and dancing, for I am 
very fond of them both. 

: Miſs Vernon. 

. e chem . am in extafies at an Opera, 

1 expire at the Gght of Yeftris, 
Miſs SELWYN. 

Tis pity then you ſhould run the riſque of hear: 
ing and ſeeing them, I think it would give me 
much pleaſure to go to ſuch an entertainment; but 
as to expiring, J am ſure I would not venture tO go, 
could expect the}pleaſurewould be ſo exquiſite as to 
produce ſuch an effect upon me. | 

M; 7 VERNON. 

You are all nexchalance. While I am mat 
with Eſprit, Effprit ! that makes me the life of 
company, but am roꝶfours ennuy?, when alone, Have | 
you no wiſh to go to n dear place I have juſ 
- ? 
Miſs SELWYN 

If you mean France, I confeſs, my defire is flrong 
to go thither: and I have my mamma's promile to 
take me, when my dear grandmamma n longer 
requires our attendance on her. Mifs 


5 
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Miſs VERNON. 
Does the old lady give as much god advice as ſhe. 
uſed to do ? poſſetively, if ſhe begins with ue I ſhall 
adyiſe her, knowing her great fondneſs for experi- 
ments, to ſend for Monſieur Blanchard, and mount 
in one of his air balloons, and then I will &r:ibe him, 
neyer to let her come back again. 
Migs SELWYN, 


Fie! Cecilia, It is ſhocking to hear you talk ſo 


of any old woman, but of ſuch a grandmother, un- 


ut pardonable. 
* Oe Miſs Vernon, 
ta You muſt expect this, and a great deal more; for 


I always ſpeak what comes àppermeſt. It is à 14 


node de France. 


Miſs SELWYN. 
La mode de France is not a very pleaſant mode, 


if it inculcates a want of feeling and reſpect to our 


neareſt and deareſt relations. You have not enquired 


after your brother; yet he was a ſweet little fellow” 


when you parted from him, 


— 
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Miß, VERNON. 

J have quite forgot what he was. But I know it | 

would be better for me if I had no brother; for then | 

I ſhould have a larger fortune. ; | 
; Mi, SELWYN. 


How can you talk ſo? what wiſh your brother 
dead! 


M: 5 Vernon. 

It 1s no proof becauſe 1 wiſh myſelf to have a 
better fortune that Ldeſire my brother's death, 
Suppoſe he was your brother, would not that dou 
well? 


Miſs SELWYN, 
Well! I have no idea of indulging a wiſh for any 
thing to be different from what Providence has 
ordered it. I haye often, to be ſure, wiſhed I had 
a ſiſter ; but then the thought has been forgotten as 
ſoon as I obtained a companion. 
Miſs VerNOM. 

But conſider with what o/4 faſviened notions you 
have been educated ; never to think or ſpeał but by 
rule, whilſt Frolic has been my Mother, Whim my 
Sijter, and their dear attendant Non/en/e, conſtantly 


ä hovering 


* 


i. 
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hovering about me. Your maſters are fuſty old 


Engliſhmen, choſen by your grandmamma, becauſe they 


are mighty civil well behaved men. If you perform 
avell, they are too phlegmatic to praiſe you; if ill, 
the boors never forget it. M y infiraQors were Petit 
Maitres, dreſſed au dernier gout, with a chapeau de 


bras, Whilſt J was playing, or dancing, they were 


| all extafies ; charmante adorable! tres bien! bon d 


encore! were repeated till I was even almoſt tired of 


| hearing my own praiſes, Me la bagatelle, ſhall be 
my motto, Whilſt youth, (a Frenchman would ſay,) 


| and beauty remain. 


Miſs 85 LWV x. 
Lam ſure, my dear parents have alu ays encourdged 


my lvelineſs, and at times I have very great ſoirits ; 


it is true, they wiſhed me to diftinguiſh between 
| real cheerfulneſs and levity. The latter of which Re 


own, is already ſo diſagreeable in my eyes, that I 
am ſorry to ſee any young lady encourage it. 
| Miſs VEN NON. 
That is as much as to ſay, you do not like me. 


Ninpirte, The opinion of a girl bred in ob/curity, 


wilt 


N Corn 


will never diſtreſs me. But your behaviour need not 
| have been quite ſo. Engliſh at our firft GS | 
Aifo 881 L WIN. 


I am ſorry, couſin, you found any thing in my 


ſpeech to apply to yourſelf, You talked of the 
opera and Veſtris as having Kar them; how was 
that — in a Convent? | 
Miſs VERNON, 
By the mean of a little art and good friends, my 


dear. I accompanied the mother of one of our 


boarders to Paris, perſuaded the Lady Abbeſs, 
thongh almoſt as old and grumpy as my grand- 
Lame, that ſhe would offend mamma, if ſhe 
refuſed my accepting the invitation of ſo great a 
lady as Madame la Comteſſe de Refills ; under this 
idea, ſhe conſented, and for one fortnight J enjoyed 
all the pleaſures of the beau monde, | 
Miſs Selwyn. 

How could you receive pleaſure from any diver- 
ſion obtained by the meanne/5 of deceit? I ſhould have 
hoped, my Cecilia, had had more pride than to 
deſeend to it. Seven years ago you would have 


Bluſhed at only being ſuppoſed capable of ſuch an 


action. 


Miſs 


| 
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8 Mi, VER NON. | 
You who have never. gone beyond the pales of 


> 
I 


the village church-yard, nor heard precepts but from 
5 the o faſhioned mouths of your relations, have no 
L idea what young people will ſubmit to when | 
; Pleaſure i is in view; for my pare; I think there is no i 


| harm in an innocent deception ; and often laugh at the- 


figure I made when I went into the Convent, a /z:zele 
| formal demure Miſs; grandmamma's beſt girl; 
. | aid my prayers night and morning; preferred reading 
good books to the old lady, to a game of romps ; and 
would not have told a men/onge for the world. 
, Mis SELWYN. | 

T am ſorry to fay any thing harſh to you, 4 
couſin, particularly in theſe firſt moments of our 
4 | meeting ; but indeed, if you continue to uſe ſach ex- 
preſſions, I muſt only keep you company when you 
are reſtrained by the preſence of thoſe relations 
whom you hold ſo cheap. What you have juſt ſaid, 
muſt, however, be all mere raillery; when you are 
ferions, I ſhall hear very different ſentiments, from 


you. 


E D © @. 


Ver. III. 


— 
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Mes Vernon, 
Though I do not thank you much for the TIA 


part of your ſpeech, yet I cannot help telling you, 


that ny ſentiments newer differ, for I diſclaim every - 


thing like /e, #ouſmeſs 3 the age of ſixteen was never 


made for that; it is the prime of pleaſure, gaiety and 


dreſs. Apropos, I long to ſhew you the ſweet elegant 
kecoming ornaments I have brought home, if the 
Barkbares at the Cuflem-houſe keep their odious hands 
from them. 4 
Miſs SeLwyn. 
J ſhall be much delighted with a ght of them, as 
the French are generally allowed to have great taſte 
and elegance in dreſs. _ | | 
Miſs Vernold 


And when placed with judgment, I * no more. 


Vous me comprenez ? | | 
om" Maſter Vernon, who runs and _ his F Aer. 
Miß Vernon. 


; How impoli, Gecrge“ you ſhould only wok my 
2778 | 


2 


8 


te 


My 


ger 
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- Mafeer Vr RNONW. 


I am not a Frenchman, ſiſter; nor do I deſire 


to be one, that is more. Why, | never ſaw any body 


cut ſuch a gucer fignre in my life as you do, all 


frixxled and powdered. I like my couſin a great 


deal better. 
Miſs VERNnow. 

With all my heart; your good opinion would 
only make me diſliłe my/e/f, I wiſh dinner was ready, 
ſtakes out a dirty looking knife.] J long to exerciſe 
you, [adareſjing ii] for | am very hungry. 

Maſter Vernon. | 

And do you think grandmamma will ſuffer ſuch 


a naſty looking knife as that to be uſed at the table 
the fits at? why, it would quite ſhock her. 


Miſs VERNON. | { 


Tt is what I have uſed conſtantly theſe three years, 


and ſhall continue to cat with it in ſpite of all G 

can ſay to the contrary; I am not quite vulgar 

enough to eat with one, as I ſuppoſe you all do. 
Maſter VERNON. 


There you are miſtaken, Mrs. Freachwenaith $I 


eften wiſh my aunt's eyes behind her, becauſe ſhe 
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watches me ſo narrowly, for fear I ſhould put any 
thing to my mouth with my knife; but then we are 
not ab/urd or dirty * to uſe ſuch a naſty * 
as that. 
Miſs VEAN OR. | 
T with you would hold your ridiculous tongue, and 
not talk of things you cannot underſiand, Go to 
ſebool, that is the propereſt place for you. 
| Maſter V eRNoOx. 3 
Hold your tongue - Who ſent for yow to give an 
opinion ? I shall not ſubmit to you, indeed. 1 
Miſs SæLwWV N. | 
Pray reftrain yourſelves, my dear couſins, I am 
extremely ſhocked to ſee ſuch near relations guarrel- p 
_ ling, and particularly, ſo ſoon after ſuch a long te 


ſeparation. | T4 
Miſs VERNON. 10 
þ What right has he to laugh at me? I avill uſe my 
| knife if I like i. 
| Maſter Vernons ſtr 
And what right had you to call me impoli, or in 770 
plain Engliſh, Brute? wi 


thi 


1275 


. 


1 


445 


Miſs SELWYN., 


I beg you will compoſe yourſelves. How much 


would your conduct diſtreſs all our parents, if they | 


knew it ? 
Miſs VERNON. 
Tell them of it with all my heart; 1 you 
will recommend ꝓourſelf by it. 
Mis Set w x. 


No one but you, couſin, would have ſuppoſed me | 


capable of deſigned ill-nature, But you do not know 
what 1 am, and have forgot what I was. 
is | Miſs VERNON. 
You can praiſe yourſelf, however, that I can 


perceive, A fine chance for happineſs have I, 


to be documented by a conceited couſin, and a booriſh 
brother. But I will never let mamma reſt till ſhe 


removes me from this hateful houſe. 
Miſs SeLwYN. | 
You diſtreſs me greatly, Cecilia, by thus miſcon- 
ſtruing my intentions, [takes her hand with great affec- 
tion, ] I am ſure proving myſelf fincerely your friend 


will afford happineſs to myſelf; ani 1 hope, 


this houſe, once ſo dear to you, and which you re- 


L 3 — gretted 
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gretted leaving when your mamma ſent you abroad, 


will be as highly eſlimated as ever. 
222 W 
That is a vain hope: when T liked this dull fi tua- 


tion, did not know better; but zow I muſt dcteff 


every thing like retirement. That one fortnight at 
Paris, has ſpoilt me for any thing but * in the 


world. 


S0 far from 3 me impatient to /e the 


eworld, you rend er me afraid of entering its 


What dreadful effects, to make one hate home, and 
the peace and quietneſs to be found there only! you 
cannot always be amuſed from morning till nighr. 
DE _ Miſs Vernon. | 
Jam ſure we were fo at Paris, and wanted ſtill 


more hours for amuſement; bur then to be ſure, I was 
ſadly fatigued, and did not recover it for many 
| days after ! returned to the Sn. but that was 


only for avant of uſe, 
Maſter VERNON. 
Well, ſiſter, I wiſh you would talk of ſomething elſe 


1 


beſides your as. manner of paſſing your time, 


it would 
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it would do you more good to go and play at #rap- 


ball with me. | 
Miſs VERNON. 


Keep your ſentiments to yourſelf, fir; they are by 


no mean deſirable in my opinion. What is the old 
lady drefling herſelf all this time? ſhe does not ſhew 


much impatience to ſee me; but, perhaps, ſhe is 


beautifying, ha! ha! [Laughs.] 
Miſs SELWYN. 


I will enquire what is the matter; for my dear 


grandmamma's great age makes me conſtantly ap- 
prehenſive about her. [She rings the bell. ] 
Miſs Ver Kon, 


You need not hurry her, T, ereſa, for I find no 


difficulty to ſmother my impatience. 
| | Mi SELWYN. 
I am ſorry for it. ¶ Enter a foctman.] Have you 


— 


heard any thing of my grandmamma, John? 
| Joux. 
She is now upon the ſtairs, miſs, I believe ſhe has 


been kept above by ſome complaint, becauſe her 


maid went for drops, 


[Hs goes ont, 
My 
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Az Selwyn, . 
vou alarm me greatly; but I will go nd ſee her 


— [4 ſpe is quitting the room, enter Sally. 1 


SALLY. 
My hay is gone into the dining parlour with 
your mammas, ladies, and deſires your company 


there. 
Miſs SRLwWX x. | 
How us my — Sally FI be not 
very ill? 
ier. 
No, miſs, only a littie faint, But you are fo | 
ſoon fr: ohtened, 
| Mi ** VERNON, 
' Frightbned, indeed! I never heard ſuch a ful 


about an old woman in my life; it is quite abſurd. 


SALLY. 
O, Miſs Cecilja, I am glad you are come home, 
the houſe will ſeem alive now. N 5 
Mi VIA NON. 
That it will, if zzy endeavours can make it ſo. 


[Sally zs going to peak, but is interrupted (x 


Miſe 


— 


A DRAMA, in THREE Ac rs. 117 


Miſs SSLWY xX. ” 
You need not ſtay here, Sally, we ſhall go to the 
dining parlour immediately. [Sally goes out.] How 
can you couſin encourage. that impertinent girl 
to prate ? it is a liberty ſhe never dared to take with 
me. | Bo, 
Miſs VERNON. 
Keep your advice for thoſe who will attend to it, 
I ſhall never be a liſtener. Come, let us go, that 1 | 
may be made a ſhow of. 
[They go outs 


[The Scene clojes. ] 
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CT 


SCE N E, the Dining Parbur. 


F Mrs. Vernon, Mrs. G. Vernon, Miſt and Maſter 
Vernon, Mrs. and Miſs Selwyn /itting round the 
zable after dinner, eating fruit, &c.] 


a Maſter Wen | 
1 K NE very well, ſiſter, that you would/ not 
done to pull out that 22%y5y queer Ini fe, before 
grandmamma, notwithſtanding what you ſaid. 
| Miſs Vernon. 
4 think, fir, I had enough of your impertinence 
before dinner ; I muſt claim my mamma's protection 


from any more of it. 


N,. 
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Mrs: G. VERNON. 
Tt is a ſhame, George, that you ſhould quarrel 
with your ſiſter ſo ſooꝝ after your meeting. 
Maſter VER NON. 
O, you need not take her part; ſne wants no 


ſecond, I aſſure you, mamma, ſhe was quite a match 


for my couſin and me together before dinner, 


Mrs. VERNON. 


ED am ſorry, Tere/a, to hear that you have been 


diſputing, and wonder from whoſe example you 
could learn it? 
Miſs SELWYN. | 
Indeed, my dear grandmamma, I have not deſerved 
your cenſure on this occaſion ; George quite miſtakes. 
Mijs Vernon. 
There is no occaſion to zell tales. Though, to 
ſpeak. truth, we had a fine battle of the tongues 
amongſt us; but that is nothing zew to me, 


Mrs. SELWYN. 


But it is very new in this houſe, and what we never 


approve, George, to be ſure, ſometimes thinking 
himſelf avi/er than any of xs, prefers giving his 


opinion to hearing ours; however, we ſeldom ſpare 


him 
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him, fot i it is unpardonable, even in à rude un po- 
| liſhed ſchool- boy to behave in that manner, but! in 


young ladies, it proves a want of delicacy and ſenti- 


ment. Fie, Tere/a! I thought you had too much 
. gentleneſs to be guilty of ſuch an error, 
[Miſs Selwyn appears to be quite diſtreſſed, but con- 
tinues filent.] 
Mi. VER NON. | 
We never paſſed a day inthe convent without half 
a dozen quarrels amongſt the boarders ; by which 
mean I'am fo accuſtomed to them, that I could 
not live in —— for the world. Vou look quite 
aſbamed of it, couſin, why, Iam not. 
Mrs. VERNON. | I 
This is one of the bleſſed effects of the Foreign 
education you have had; and your ſpeech convinces 
me, that you alone were to blame; poor Tergſa could 
not avoid being a Hpectator; but her diſtreſſed ap- 
pearance plainly ſpeaks ſhe took no other part in 
the contention. 2 
Miſs VERNON. 


T imagine, my couſin is to be ſuppoſed always in 


the right, becauſe ſhe was bred at home under your 
\ tuition, 


cu 


ha 
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tuition, grandmamma, and according to your pre- 
cepts. But confider the change of faſhions in the 
laſt ſixty years, and how different young people are 
now to what they were formerly. | 
| Mrs. VERNON. : 


It is with great concern I obſerve the alteration 


you mention; but fixty years cannot make ab/urdity 
appear like rea/on, or pertneſi, like underſtanding. 
Miſs VERNON, 
I ſuppoſe, if I was demure, fimple, and filent, you | in 
would call me modeſt, and well bred; but what uſe i | i 


would it be to have accompliſbments if I did not try 
to ſhew them? | 

| Mr. VERNON. 

Do you then think, Cecilia, impertinent unmean- 
ing remarks are proofs of knowledge ? you take the 
method to convince us of the contrary : /ilence might 
hide your deficiency; there is no being miſtaken 
when once you open your mouth. | 

Miſs Vernon. 
It is a little hard, that I may not ſpeak of the 


cuſtoms which prevail among people with whom L 
have paſſed almoſt half my life; but I ſv ppoſe I am 
„ M prevented 


122 3 e 
prevented, for fear I ſhould convince others that I 
| know more than my Liſteners. 
Mrs. VzRxox. 
Incorrigible girl! have you no affeQtion ? no feel. 
ang ? no ſenſe of duty? | 
Mis VERNON. | 
You do not give me any opportunity of ſhewing 


my ſentiments. It is hard to be received with 


frowns after ſo long an abſence, and all occaſioned | 


by that young /r/p0n my brother. 
Mrs. SELWYN. 

My dear madam, let us wave all further argu- 
ment. George, give your ſiſter a reconciling Kkiſs, 
and we will call another ſubjeQ, 

[Maſter Vernon, juft touches Miſs Vernon's cheek, 
' then ſpeaks.) 
Maſter VER ON. 

Was that done gently enough to pleaſe you, ma- 

dame Frangoi/e ? | 
Mrs. G. VerxoON. 


Huſh! George, I muſt not allow you to take ſuch 


(Hberties with your fiſter, if you repeat it, I will 


inſtantly 


*** 


{1 


* 


inſtantly ſend you to ſchool. Did you, Tere/a, in- 


vite the young ladies to tea this afternoon ? 
Miſs SELWYN. 


I wrote notes to them, madam, as you directed, 


requeſting their company to meet an old friend; they 


returned for anſwer, that they ſhould be happy to 
wait on me, and would come early, according to * 
deſire. 

| Mrs. G. Vernon. 

I hope, my dears, "on will not diſpute before 
your viſitors, 
Maſter VER nov. 

[ ſhall not begin firſt. But I am determined to 
go into the room to ſee how Cecilia, behaves and 
what frenchrfied airs ſhe puts on. 

'Mifs VER non. 


I do not think it worth while to argue with ſuch a 


rude boy as iY are. Pray, coutin, who are the 


young ladies ye are to ſee this afternoon ? 


Miſs SELWYN. 


Miſs Ward, Miſs Franklin, and Miſs Tburot ; the 
father of Miſs Thurot is a French refugee ; the other 


two ladies, you no doubt recollect? 
| M 2 N 
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— 


. Af Vernon. 
Come then, let us go into the drawing-room 
and prepare for them. = 
[She runs ent; Miſi Selwyn eurtefies zo ber friends, and 
Follows ber. 
Mrs. Ver xo. 
3 my good Mrs, Selwyn, lead me to the 
couch in the little parlour, that I may take my 


afternoon's ſleep. 


Mrs. G. VERNON alone. 

With what difficulty have I fmothered my grief 
and diſappointment. Alas! Cecilia's temper is quite 
ſpoiled. O that I had followed her grandmother's 
advice, and educated her with her couſin 5 but 
headſtrong and opinionated people generally ſuffer as 
I do. What ſteps can I take to zxdo what ſeven years 


ſeem to have fatally completed? had but her fa- 


ther's life been ſpared, he would have ſaved ber 
from perverſion, land me from the fatal inflrument of being 
it. Why did Ifollow my own infatuated opinion? Too 
prophetic mother, all your apprehenſions are verified! 
'I muſt go to my chamber, and try to compoſe my 


mind, it is at preſent greatly diſturbed. [She yy out. 
SCEN 


70 


the 


8 C EN * changes t to the "RATE "00s 


; [Ms Selwy n, Mijs and Maſter Vernon.] 
4 Mrs Sat wen | 
J long to hear you play on the harpſichord, Cecilia; 
I ſhall hope to improve myſelf, by catching your 
e | graces. | 
7 Miſs Vernon, - 4 


1 ſuppoſe you have an — maſter and Englih 

. muſic? 
| Miſs SELWYN. 

f I play of all kinds; my maſter is ſtill the ſame 
te you began with, and is reckoned a remarkably 
good one. 
t gt Miſs 8 
a8 He may be thought ſo here, but I was e to 
rs | anlcarn all he taught me; my French maſter told 
a- me, I had been moſt execrably inſtructed, 
* Mis Selwyn. | 
T4 That he might ſay to anſwer ſome purpoſe of his 
20 | own. Perhaps an Engl; performer may not poſſeſs 
ue ſpirit and brilliancy of a French one; but I 
| 1 have 
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have been told the latter are apt to neglect laying a 
ſolid foundation, which is the method our good 
maſters always obſerve. | | 

| Mi, VERNON. 
I really know nothing about the matter; and 1 
never give myſelf the trouble to think: Monſieur 4. 
Brun was a very polite man, and always praiſed me, 

[Maſter Vernon, looking out of the Window. 1 
Maſßer VERNON. 


Here come our viſitors. Now, Cecilia, for ſome 


— 


of your F rench airs and graces ? 


a Mi. Vernon. 
I wiſh I could tranſport you to the antipodes; 


vou are the moſt impertinent boy I ever knew. 


[Enter the three young ladies; Miſs Selwyn advance 
to meet them with great politeneſs, and introduce 
them to Mi Vernon. ] 

Miſs SELWVY . 

Miſs Ward, Miſs Franklin, Miſs Thuret, need | 
name the young lady to whom J am introducing 
you ? 

| Miſs Vernon. 
Oui, certainment; Am I not entierement e out 


of heir knowledge 7 


Miji 


Aa 


ED 
es; 


Ace. 


luce. 


ed l 
cing 


1 out 
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Miſs Wars. 
Miſs Vernon, I tejoice to ſee you. 
Nis FranxLiIN. 
It is certainly your old playfellow ! How glad ; 
am you are returned home! [They advance and em- 
brace her.] 
NM. % TRHURor. 
Though I have not had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you before, yet I am a ſharer with your other 
friends, Miſs Vernon, in the happineſs your return 


gives them, for I have heard you i frequently 


ſpoken of, that I longed to ſee you. 
Miſs VERNON. 
Fe. ſuis'ravi a ce moment, which once more unites 


me 2 mes belles amies, among whom I am Tejoiced 


to reckon . [addrefing Miſs Thurot.] 
Miſs Warn. 
How happy you muſt be to come home! La, my 


dear, was not a convent a deteſtable place? 'from 


what I have read and heard of them, I would not 
go to one for the world. | 


Mis 


128 bDbe Cox rTRASr, 
Miſs VERNON. 

I cannot pretend to ſay it was bien charmant; but [ 
ſhall now reap the advantage by having been edu- 
cated in a ſuperior ſtyle. "2 

| Miſs FRANKLIN. 

I doubt not your accompliſhments, Miſs — 
But you muſt be very clever indeed to exceed our 
dear Tere/a, who is reckoned a perfect prodigy. 

| Mis SELWYN. [luſeing. ] 

Pray do not beſtow ſuch undeſerved praiſes on 

me; I do not wiſh to vie with any one. 
Mis Wazxy. 

Well, you are very clever to be ſure, at leaſt we 
are told ſo; but J think Miſs Vernon will be more to 
my taſte, ſhe ſeems ſo lively. — 

Miß, VERNON. 

Me? je ſuis toujours gaie. I have overturned the 
heads of the — family in the ſhort time ſince my 
return. Mo 
| Maſter Vernon, | 
It is time then you ſettled your own, for if you 


do not take care it will all drop off preſently, 


Miſs 


Mi if Vonbow: 
I wiſh, fir, you were gone to ſchool. 
Maſter VERNON. 


I 4250 ſay you do; and I ſhall be very ready to go, 
| that I may entertain my ſchool-fellows with an imi- 
tation of ſome of your grimaces. 
f Miſs VERNON. 
| 1 do not mind you, that is one comfort. What 
thall we do to divert ourſelves ? | 
Miſs Tuvxor. 

Any thing that is agreeable to theſe young ladies 
will be ſo to me. But JI am ſo fond of muſe, that 1 
ſhould prefer that entertainment to any other. 

Miſs SeLwyY. 
My couſin, I hope, will not refuſe to begin, 
Miſs VerxoONn. 

I would rather hear ſomebody elſe firſt, That 
mad boy has agitated me I cannot ſing yet. 

| Miſs SELWYN. 

Then 1 will ſet the example in hope of having it 
followed, and that my playing may not appear to the 
diſadvantage it muſt do after hearing a better per- 
former, 

( 
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LMV Selwyn plays and fings, during which time Mi 
Thurot and Miſs Franklin, fand by ber liſtening. 
Miſs Vernon and Miſs Ward whiſper and laugh. 
Maſter Vernon eyes them very archly; when it is 

over, Mi Selwyn riſes. 

Miſs Tu uRor. 
You play enchantingly, Miſs Seluyn, I wiſh T 


could perform as well, my papa would be delighted 


to hear you; he is amazingly fond of muſic, and 


very anxious for me to excel in it. 
Miſs Ver NON. * 


Indeed, couſin, you are a grunt proficient, and 


FTP & merveille ! 


{[Mafter Vernon burſt into a FRE laughs] 
Mafter VER NON. | 
Pray how much did you hear of it? for you have 
been louder than the muſic, 
3 % WARD. 
Come, Miss Vernon, you muſt abſolutely play 


now, I am dying to hear you. 
| Mi iſs VERNON [rifes with great Hectation. 1 
T will with pleaſure oblige you. [Takes a French 
| ed out of her e ; then feats herſelf, > and” begins 


playing; 


80 


> 


1 
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- playing, during which ſhe throws herſelf into atti- 


tudes like foreigners. Soon after foe begins, Maſter 


Vernon, abb has ob/erved her ſometime, goes out, then 


returns with a loking glaſs, which he places ſuddenly 
before her.] : | | 
Miſs Vernon. 
What is that for, fir? t 
Maſter VERNON. 
To ſhew you what a montey is like. Why, I never 
ſaw any thing elſe lie you. 
222 Vernon. 
This is too much to ſubmit to, making me break 
off in the fineſt part of the ſong, and diſappointing 
the young ladies. 


| Mager VERNON. 
Do not make yourſelf uneaſy about that, I will 
entertain the ladies quite in your ſtile. | He imitates 


her action and manner of ſinging. ] 


— 


Miſs VERNON, [burſts into tears. ] 
I cannot ſubmit to ſuch cruel uſage. Why, if 


1 \ 


you muſt play ridiculous tricks, did you not chuſe 


Teręſa inſtead of me to make your ſubjet? 
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Maſter VI RN Ox. 
Becauſe ſhe did nothing ridiculous. Why. there 


was not one of your chzres amies, that did not * . 


at you. 
Miſs VERNON. | 
Inſufferable inſolence! I will complain to my 
mamma if you perſiſt in abuſing me. 
: Miſs SSLNYN. 
Pray, George, forbear, indeed you are wrong to 
diſtreſs your ſiſter, 
My Verxon. 
It is impoſſible I ſhould lay, or do any thing elſe 
evell big he is ridiculing 262. 
. Maſter VERNON. | 
It is only owing to my i2nerance, Conſider [ 
never ſaw a frenchified belle before. Miſs Thuret was 


born in France, why does not ſhe behave like you if | 


it is the faſhion of that nation? 
. | Miſs THuRoT. ET 


No, fir, T was born and educated in England, | 


my parents were French. 


Maſter 


D 


Maſter VERNON. 
Well then, if it was right to /queeze about like 


my ſiſter, to be ſure your papa and mamma would 


have taught you to do it. 
Miſs Warp. 


Pray, Maſter Vernon, do not ſay. any more, you 
quite ſpoil our amuſement, Come, let one of us 


play while the reſt dance. 
Mijs VERNON, 


De tout mon caur. I am now again _—_ for any 


thing lively. 
Maſter Vena, 

I hope I ſhall have the honor of dancing with every 
lady but my ſiſter. If ſhe dances us ſhe plays, I 


can never hope to poſſeſs perfection — uh for her 


_ 


partner. 


Mi/s SSLwWV xs. 


Who will begin Accept W HOP, She 


A ie Fond flp: « nine 


[Mafter Vernon takes ons FE Y 2 | * avid Males 


Franklin, and dances alternate.y with ther, ] 


Vor. Il. N | Maſter 
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Mafter VerxON. 


I am quire tired, —Come let the French ladies 


Miſs TavroT. 

If Miſs Vernon will accept an indifferent partner, 
I am at her ſervice, | | 
[Phill they are ſettling themſelves, George ſlyly 
pins 4 cracker on the back of his fiſter's gown; uft as 
fe 5 doing | the pas grave, at giving her ſecond hand, 
he contri ves, Ey means of a lighied paper, to ſit 
fire to it, and it goes off awith a great bounce; ſhe 
falls down in a fright, and all the reſt ran abut 
fſereaming ; he flands and laughs moſt violently.] 

| Miſs ScLwWTN. 

Indeed, couſin George, you carry your jokes to 2 
length infinitely beyond prudence ; what have you 
done? my dear Cecilia ſuffer me to aſſiſt you in riſing, 
I hope you are not hurt. . 
| | [A bell rings wiolenth, 

Miſs Ver NON. 

There is my grandmamma alarmed 1 dare ſay. 
What account, fir, will you give of yourſelf to 
her? 


Maſter 


21 


dent has happened. 


my grandmamma's fears, 
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Mafter Vernon. 
I ſhall not trouble myſelf to give her any. I 


never heard a cracker go off ſo well in my life, 


[Laughs and holds his fades. ] 
„ I [Enter Sally.] 
Sr. | 
What is the matter in this room, ladies ? my 


lady is exceſſively alarmed, and thinks ſome acci- 


Miſe SELWYN. | 
No perſon is hurt, Sally, The noiſe was owing 


to one of George's frolicks. Pray haſten to relieve 


[ She goes out. 
Mis VERNON. | | 
I wonder, Tere/a, you, who are ſo very attentive 


to your old adviſer, do not go and give her an 


account of every thing that is paſt, 
£ Miſe S2LWYN. 

If any pleaſant circumſtance occured, I ſhould 
certainly put myſelf very forward to relate it; but 


in the preſent caſe, /lence is beſt, To ſpeak truth 


would pain her ; and to utter falſbood, is meanne/+. 
N 2 | MMI 
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Miſs Wand. 
Well, I ſee no harm in deceiving an ofa woman, 
T am ſure my grandmamma does not hear above on- 


true word in ten from me; indeed, I do not trouble | 
myſelf to talk much to her; for I hate to ſatisfy her 
tireſome queſtions, 

| 27 TarvrorT. 8 

I am ſurpriſed to hear you ſay fo, for T think ſhe 

and Mrs. Vernon are the moſt pleaſing old ladies I 
ever ſaw, they always have ſuch a benignant ſmile, 
and are ſo condeſcending to young people. 
| Ms Vernon, 

The /miles of old women are, in my eyes, only 
faeers. But it is the faſhion to look upon our old 
ladies as oracles, ſo we muſt ſubmit to the hearing 

them; but further than this, I cannot go. 
Miſs SELWYN. 

Well, I own, there is ſdmething ſo mild and good 
in my grandmamma's appearance, that when I am 
with her, I cannot help thinking ſhe is a being 
ſuperior to the generality of the world. 
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N. % FRANKLIN. 

And ſo ſhe is. I am ſure I hear her praiſed 
wherever I go; they ſay ſhe is both <vi/e and 
good, | 

- Mik THuRoOT.. 

I declare, I am never fo happy as'when permitted 
to paſs a few hours with her, and always return 
home with ſome new ſentiments, collected from her 
converſation, that make me wiſer and better. 

Maſter VERNON, 

Well, ladies, I think you are rather on a 45 ſub- 

ject. Have you no new plays? 
Miſs VERNON. 


I ER every thing like, play in your company, You 
have almoſt 4;/]e4 me with your evil tricks. 


Maſter V £RNoN. 
so much the Setter; then you will never dance 
and Ang again. 
Miſs SELWYN. 43 
Te; George, recolle& yourſelf; indeed, you 
forget that you ought to protect your ſiſter from 12 
lence, not make her the ſuZjed? of it, 


N 3 Maſter 


138 We ConTrast, 


Mafter Ve Aueh. 


Well then, peace for ever, I proclaim it. Come, | 
ſiſter, ſhake hands. I ſhould not have thought of 


doing what I have done, but to pleaſe and enter. 
tain you, becauſe you boaſted of having ſuch au- 


common ſpirits. . 
Mi, Ver Nox. 


And fo I have, George, if I might be permitted 


to indulge them. I have not been in the garden 
yet ſince my return, and long to ſee the improve- | 


-A\ 
3 


ments. 
Miſs SRLW IR. 

We had better then go immediately, or the even- 
ing will cloſe and prevent us; on our return tea 
will be ready. Wt, 

Maſter V ErxON. 

I ſhall go and fly my kite then during your walk, 
for I would by no means interrupt your agreeable 
| converſation, 

Mis Ward, 

Do as you pleaſe, firz we are not ambitious of 

your company. 7 | | 


Mie 


SY 
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Miſs Vernon. 
3 Pray do not begin with him, he feems inclined 


Fl wk quiet, and let us keep miſo, 4 | 
.  Mafeter VERNON, Cs 


„ Your ſervant, ladies, 
\ [He goes outs. 
Mis. FRANKLIN. 

Here are our calaſhes, I am ready. 


5 Miß Tnuxor. 1 


Mi/s VER NON. 
We can take ours as we go through the hall. 
. | * they are going out, enter ys ] 
T = - SALLY. 
My lady defires'to ſee Miſs Selwyn, and ef the 
other young ladies. 


, Miß Venxan, 
e Not wm, I dare fay, » 
: SALLY. 
No, Miſs, one of the vitro. 
if Miſs FR ANK LIN» 


May I be indulged with the honor of accompa- 
nying you. Teręſa? 8 


| 140 | Dye CovrxAsr, 


. Mifs TavrOT, 

A little French guickne/ſs would have ſtood my 
friend now, for you are beforehand with me Amelia. 
| Miſs WaRD, | = 

Then you had better both go. Miſs Vernon 
and I are ready to excuſe you. 
| * iſs VE RNON, 
Allons done Come let us haſten, or zt will be 
A 
| [They go ont, 
Ni TavrorT. 8 . 
May J take the liberty of going with you to your 
grandmamma's apartment, Tereſa? 
DM: fs SELWY N. 
' Undoubtedly ; ; and you will make * r err 


in your company. 


Miſe Tyvzor. 
Thus kindly encoutaged, I cannot reſiſt the op- 


* of enjoying ſo great a pleaſure. 
[They go out. 


Env 7 Act IL 
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41 mn 


SCENE, the Drawing-Room. The tea things ſet. 
3 [Mrs. G. Vernon and Mrs, Selwyn.] | 


Mrs. SELWYN. 
1 HAVE ſent the dear girls in queſt of their 
companions, and when they return will make 
the tea. | 8 
Mrs. VERNON. 


T am in no hurry, You are not well, daughter, 
9 | 


1 fear. 
Mrs. G. Veaxox. 

My mind, dear madam, is greatly diſturbed. 

She burſts into tcars.] The conſequences of my 

ſtrange infatuation have, I fear, quite changed the 


once gentle mind of my poor Cecilia, 


Mrs. 


142 The Cox rTRASTr, 


Mrs. Vernon. 

If you are convinced it wants corre/fing my fears 
abate; ſhe 1s young, and may yet be taught to overcome 
the prejudices of education, difficult as I fear the taſk 
may prove; but I own, I apprehended you would be as 
Llind to her errors as you were to her mtereſt, when 
you determined on giving her a foreign education. 

: Mrs. G. VERNON, 

You know not, my dear mother, the miſery that I 
now experience, for having obſtinately perſevered in 
an opinion fo ſatal to my child. O! that 1 alone 
ſuffered! unhappy girl! my fatal impropriety has 
perverted her heart, and deprived her of thoſe finer 
feelings, which are the greateſt crnaments of the 


Female mind, 


Mrs. SELWY x. | 

Comfort yourſelf, dear Louiſa, your daughter is 
not old in error ; the very acquiſitions ſhe ſo much 
plumes herſelf upon, will only turn to her mortif- 
cation. Introduce her among amiable people; their 
example will ſhew her the abſurdity of her own 
conceit, and teach her how trifling outward accom- 
pliſhments are, when unaccompanied by diflidence 
and modeſty, 6 5 5 
1 | Mr.. 


— 
— 


Mrs. VERNON. 

Nor will it be amiſs to let her ſometimes mix with 
young people as improperly educated as herſelf. The 
contraſt will be ſtriking, and more convincing than 
precept; ſne muſt be led by gentleneſs, by atten- 
tively watching every turn of her mind, we may 
imperceptibly implant that ſolid virtue we with to 
cultivate. 

Mrs. G. VERNON, 
I ought not to d/pair when I have ſuch kind 
and able aſſiſtants; but I do not deſerve, after my 
_ miſerable miſmanagement, the happineſs of ſeeing | 
my daughter like her couſin, 
| Mr. VERNON. h 

Subject as we all are to errors, it is our duty to 
excuſe them. Parents who love their children, cer- 
tainly with to fix on the propereſt mode of education, 


and ſuch as they think will lead them to the good 


they wiſh them to gain. But here the parent's 
mind betrays the child, and the wordly minded 


cannot expect ſuch bleſſed effects as generally reward 
thoſe who have a view to higher conſiderations, 


Mrs, 
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8 The CONTRAST, ©. 


6 Mrs. G. TRY 


But I, madam, had better adviſers, and might 
have eſcaped the rock ſo *** pointed out 


to M. 
Mrs. VERNON. + 


| You are young, and perhaps thought an old 
woman's. advice the effect of age and ſpleen; but 


that IS paſt, Let us now endeavour to overcome 
what we could not prevent. You, Louiſa, muſt be 


the great actor; your daughter will not regard the | 


admonitions of her aunt and me, unleſs they are ſup- 
ported by you. The firſt thing, therefore, you 
have to determine on, is fadingſe ; upon no account 
be led to „nile, or encourage any of her lively allies, 


(as ſhe terms them,) which at beſt are only perin'ſe 


and flippancy. Rs 
Mrs, Selwyn. 


+ My-Gter, who is ſo different herſelf, will not, I 
think, allow in Cecilia fuch wretched meanneſs, hy 
ſome called, wit, which conſiſts in ridiculing the 


worthy ; ſome, becauſe they are 0/4; others, becauſe 


they are grave; and others, becauſe they are ngly ; 


to ſuch perſons, an old face, a large n/+, a wide 
1 mouth. 


* FR 


th 
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month, little eyes, &c. will furniſn ſabieds for mirth 
during a u hole afternoon, to thoſe who do not 
conſider the wickedne/ of remarks which reflect on 
the divine hand that formed perſons with theſe im- 
perfections, not on the unfortunate poſſeſſors | of 
them, 


Mrs, G. VERNON. 


Indeed, Charlotte,” I deteſt ſuch kind of converſa- 


tion as much as you can do; for it is totally incon- 
ſiſtent with that commendable ſenſibility which 
ought to make a part of the female character. Per- 


ſons who have a turn to this kind of ridicule, 


muſt either be inſenſibly thoughtleſs or elſe cruel 


and malicious, 
| Mrs. VERNON. 


Pertneſi, in my opinion, is det eſtable. How often 
have I ſeen /ow ridicule. put the averthy and the 
diſident out of countenance, while many ſtood mi- 
ling round, enjoying the jeſt, and the confuſion 


it produced. 


| Mrs. G. Vernon. | | 
Upon thoſe occaſions frequently have I prayed, 

that my children might eſcape ſuch unworthy ſenti- 
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ments; and now, by my mode of education, they 


ſeem to be the characteriſtic of them both. 


Mrs. SELWYN. 

I am not alarmed on George's account; he has a 
great deal of goed ſenſe under the roughneſs of a 
ſchool-boy;z and I think, the ſcene that paſſed this 
afternoon, which Miſs Franklin really deſcribed i in 


a very divertin g manner, will be a mean of ſhewing 


8 the abſurdity of her conduct. 


Mrs. Vernon, 8 
Certainly; while he ridiculed his ſiſter's folly, 
he ſhewed a diſtinguiſhing mind, for he did 
not attempt ridiculing any of the other young 
ladies. 
Mrs. G. VERNON, 


But ſurely he ought not to be encouraged i in treat- 


ing Cecilia with contempt, and making her the 


ſubject of mirth to bim/elF and friends. 


Mrs. SELWVYN. 


Undoubtedly not; we muſt endearour to con- 


vince him of this impropriety and teach him to 
correct it; but yet, his behaviour may be made a 


Mrs, 


Tor 


to 


this reſpect, has all along appeared to me ſo great, 


us to make every requiſite obſervation, and inſtruct 
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Mrs. G. Ver NON. 


I with ſhe may be prevailed on to receive it as 


ſuch. But alas! ſhe ſeems very little diſpoſed to 
avail herſelf of any mode of ONS. 


Mrs. SELWYN, 


Let us hope the beſt my dear ſiſter. The follies 


we have this day obſerved in Cecilia, ſhew a per- 


verted underſtanding, it muſt be owned, but do not 


prove that ſhe has a bad heart. I wiſh much to 


know whether ſhe has eſcaped perverſion in a very 


material point—I mean Religion. — The danger in 


that I could never think of it without horror. 


Mrs. VERNON, 


Tt is a ſubje& we muſt at leaſt for a time avoid 


talking upon to her, though of infinitely the greateſt 


conſequence ; our own attention will ſoon enable 


us 1n the beſt methods to purſue, . 
Mrs. G. Vzaxon. 

144 to reflect on what a precipice my be- 

loved Cecilia ſtands. O, that my prayers may avail 

to avert this moſt poignant misfortune! I muſt enter 
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upon the ſubject as ſoon as poſſible, for I am all 
anxiety to know what my child "> 


Mes. SELWYN-. 
Rn up your ſpirits, however, my dear ſiſter 3 | 
you mult have all your thoughts about you, and en- 


deavour to take the lead in every converſation at 
which Cecilia is preſent. 33% 
Mrs, G. VERNON. 3 
I will certainly follow your advice, and Rudy to 


retrieve my paſt errors. Wonderful! that I ſhould 
perſiſt for ſeven years in one which deprived me | 
of my greateſt joy and comfort ; for never mother 
loved a child more than I do my Cecilia; and, 
but for what I thought her advantage, ſhe ſhould 


never have been out of my fight. Often Kave [ 
envied you, ſiſter, in having Tere/a with you, and 
ſhould certainly have ſent for my daughter, but 
that a fal/? ſhame reſtrained me from it; though 


] always dreaded, as much as longed, for her re- 


turn, 


J think, daughter, the expence of education 


abroad is nearly as much as at home; and if 7, 


what | 


future proceedings. 
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what reaſon can there be for baniſhing a child ſo 


many years? 
Mrs. G. VERNON. | 
| Indeed, madam, Cecilia's education has coſt me 
even more than it would have done in England. 
The firſt year the demands for it were moderate, 
and according to the agreement I made ; but they 
have increaſed ſince more than I wiſh to own ; for 
this confeſſion only adds to the inexcuſableneſs of my 
conduct. The ſuperior of the convent, ſolemnly 
engaged to leave her free in reſpect to religion; but, 
diſappointed as T am in other reſpects, I can have 
little hopes that her mind remains untainted in this 
particular. | | 
Mrs, SeLwy N [moves to the tea table], 

I hear the voices of the young people, and will 
therefore prepare for them. 
Mrs. VERNON. 


Do, my dear, perhaps during tea we may draw 


from Cecilia opinions that will inſtruct us for our 
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Enter NI Selwyn, Mz/5 Franklin, and Miſs 


off, her curls unpinned, and hanging about her ears and 


boy. 


The Cox rRAST, 


Thurot. ] ; 
Mrs. SELWYNs 
Are you come alone, ladies ? 
Miſs SELWYN. 

We could not find my couſin and Miſs Ward ; 
but as we entered the houſe heard their voices and 
Geurge's very loud by the filbert hedge. 

; Mrs. VERNON, 
They are coming.” I hear a ſtrange noiſe, ' 
[Enter Maſter Vernon with a handful of falſe hair in 
one hand, dragging in his faſter with the other, her cap 


ſhe in tears, M; 75 Ward follows raking her part.] 
Maſter VRR NON [laughing, and holding up the fal/: 
bar.] ; 
| Maſter VERNON. | 
Look here! I have found her out! I knew, all 


that :mmer/e head could not belong to one per/on, 
Miſs VERNON. 


Am I not to find protection any where? reſcue 


me, I beſecch you, dear mamma, trum this crud 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. G. Vernon [/ ene, ad 
For ſhame, carpe, is this the treatment due from 


FART 


a brother to a ſiſter ? you who ſhould protect her 
from the inſolence of others, inſtead of ſetting ſuch 
an example. What would your worthy father ſay, [1 
if he could look out of his grave, and ſee his repre- | | 
ſentative acting ſo differently from what he himſelf [1 
would do? 0 
Maſter VERNON. 
I did not mean to Hurt her, but ſhe would not own 


| her having falje hair, ſo I was determined to find = 
it out, and I diſcovered her nicely. | | 
9 | Mrs. VERNON, | 

It is in vain to reaſon with you, fir; but you | 


hall go to ſchool to-morrow, and never come home 
till you have learnt to behave with more propriety. J | 
Your ſiſter's foibles, however great, ought not to j 
1 BY be ſubjects for ridicule, but pity, to her neareſt re- i 
lations. | j 
| Maſter VERNON. 
e Well, I am ſure, /be ſpares none of her relations; 


4 l | 
Fett 

11 

1 

15 

1 

! 

+ | 
* 1% 
10 

Fit 


for they all have their turn to be laughed at. 
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Mrs. VERNON. | 
I am ſorry to hear ſhe is capable of ſo much gid- 


dineſs. If ſhe did ſet you the example, George, ſhe 
has ſuffered ſufficiently for it and I am concerned ; 
to find, that as you had diſcernment enough to dif- 
tinguiſh how anamiable it was in ber, you had 
not fufficient prudence to prevent your falling into 
the ſame error. [During this conver/ation, the young 
ladies adjuſt Mi, Vernon's dress. 0 
Mi/s VxRNON. 
I am ſure my brother has tormented me ever ſince 
I entered this houſe. I think it is very hard I can- 
not find peace at home, | 
5 Mrs. SELWYN. | 
Indeed, it is, my poor Cecilia ; nor can I think 
you could deſerve ſuch treatment by any 0 
of your own. „ 
Miſs Vernon [looks afpamed.] 
Whatever L have ſaid, aunt, was only in Jef. 
Maſter VERNON. 
Well, it was the ſame with me. I meant no 


harm, only a little diverſion. 


* 


nor relation. 


AJ Drama, in Tuxts Acrs. 153 


Mrs. Vernon. 1 
| You have both been extremely to blame; and 
your puniſhment, Cecilia, though inflicted by a 


wrong perſon, is ſuch as may ſhew you the 1mpro- 


priety of that low mean opinion, which leads you, 


when in the ridiculing vein, to ſpare neither friend 


| Mik VERNON. 

It is very hard, mamma, that I muſt not ſpeak a 
word, but my brother will repeat it to my diſ- 
advantage. | 
Mre. G. 8 

Say nothing improper, and you need not fear a 
repetition of it. Do by others as you would have them 
do by you, and you will no longer be guilty of a fault 
thatmuſtrender your company unpleaſant to every one, 

Mi ifs VERNON. | 

La! mamma, one cannot be expected to think at my 

age as you do. I often ſpeak without any meaning at all, 


Mrs. VERNON, 


And by that mean wound where you ſhould be 


kind, The tricks your brother has played you 2e 

did unthinkingly ; yet you do not accept that excuſe 

from him as a compenſation. 
x 


* 
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. Miſs Ver non. | 
No, certainly, becauſe he hurt me, and made me 
rer ab/urd before company. 


Mrs, VERNON, 


Yet you can with pleaſure, by flippaney, put the 
modeſ# out of countenance, merely becauſe they are 
without the ſame talents to retort. | 

Miſs Ver Non. | 
© T never thought about it before, nor was Jever cor- 
refed upon the ſubject, but was always encouraged 
by my companions to make them laugh. yn 
Mrs. Vernon. 1 
You have more excuſe than any of theſe young 
ladies could have for the ſame fault, becauſe you 
have been deprived of good adviſers; but I hope 
to convince you, how very diſagreeable ſuch kind 
of low wit muſt render you, 
| 6 [Miſs Ward appears mee! 
: Miſs VERNON. 

But you will allow, grandmamma, that the na- 
tural Iivelineſs of young people may ſometimes lead 

chem to Jay and do things they ought not, 


* 


q 
p 
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Mrs. VBRNON» 

I make every allowance for the inexperience and 
volatility of youth; but when a fault proceeds from 
an unfeeling heart, it is, in my eyes, unpardonable; 
and I have no idea that a perſon of a good diſpo- 
ſition can, at any age, take pleaſure in putting an- 


other out of countenance, merely from thinking 


they have ſaid a good thing. As one of my favorite 


author's ſays *, 
« Who for the poor renown of being ſmart, 
& ould leave a fling within another”s heart 9? 
Mrs. SELWYN. 
George, give the ladies their tea ; you ſhall wait 
upon us this afternoon, | 
| [ Maſter Vernon Bands the tea.] 
Maſter VERNON. 
T am very happy to be employed; and what is 
more, I am ſorry for my behaviour to my ſiſter, 


and will never act fo again to any one. I had no 


deſign to be ill-natured, though it appeared that 


5 had. [He goes to ber, aud takes her band very 


affeaionately.] Come, Cecilia, you muſt forgive me. 
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156 Die Co rRAST. 


Miſs VERNON. 

Moſt cordially, George, and I thank you for your 
excuſes. I am quite aſhamed of my own conduct, 
which drew upon me your cenſure. 

K Maſter VER NOR. 

Indeed, Cecilia, without a jeff, you do not ap- 


pear half ſo well as theſe other young ladies. I 


ſhould not find fault with yon if you were like 


them. Ek 
Mi Vernon. 

Well, fir, you need not begin again. 
Mrs. G. Vernon, interrupting her.] 

Now I muft take my ſon's part. He has indeed 
given you moſt excellent advice. Your! /þ:ris 
appear aſſumed, and not natural. Some young 
people are livelier than others; and, When it is the 
bent of their diſpoſitions, their livelineſs is very 
pleaſing; but you, Cecilia, when a child were 
always grave; your preſent mode of conduct does 
not, therefore, ſit eaſy upon you, 

Miſs VERNON, [after a pauſe.] 


My dear mamma, I will confeſs my inward mind 


to you. I was ſo unhappy in the convent, that 


our 


ke 


ed 


lat 
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had I not aſſumed this frivolous manner of beha- 


viour I ſhould have fretted myſelf to death. You 


were too diſtant to hear my complaints. I was not 
permitted to write to you. Habit familiariſed non- 
ſenſe; and I thought it right on me return to 
appear as I had done abroad, that I might be unlike 
every one bred in England. I ſhall endeavour to reſ ume 
my natural temper, though your inſtruction will be 
neceſſary to remind me when 1 forget myſelf. 
Mrs, G. Vernon [looks delighted, and takes her 
Hand.] 4 
Mrs. G. VERNON, 
With pleaſure I accept the office you appoint, 


and will be your monitor on all neceſſary occaſions, . 


| Mrs. VERNON, | 
Come, and let me embrace my beloved child, the 


dear offspring of an excellent ſon. Yourlaſt ſpeech 


haas given me a joy I little expected to feel from 
your late appearance. [They embrace and. ſœed tears.] 


Mrs. SELWYN., 
I too muſt ſhare theſe careſſes, and tell my dear 


Cecilia, I love her with a mother's fondneſs. © 
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from this moment will endeavour to diveſt myſelf 
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Mrs. G. VERNON. | 
Had you been her mother ſhe would not have 
been thrown on ſuch rocks as I placed in her way 


but ſhe is reſcued from them, for which I return my 


unfeigned thanks where due. 
Mifs SELWYN. - 

I hope, my dear couſin, you will now love me 
as well as ever, and let us henceforth be friends 
and ſiſters, , | EO 
Miſs VernoON. 

That I will, my dear T zre/a, and with joy accept 


your kind invitation; though 1 own, with bluſhes, 


the hope of out-doing you, made me purchaſe that 


falſe hair which produced my ſhame, and now 


my happineſs, 


Mifs WARD. 


Do not blame yourſelf, or your education too 


much, dear Miſs Vernon, fince you are kindly pardon- 


ed. Thave always practiſed the ſame flippancy ; but 


of it, and 0 never treat my grandmamma impro- 
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" Mrs. SELWYN. | 

An excellent reſolution my dear, and ] doubt not 
your keeping it. We will have the tea equipage 
removed, and then proceed to ſomething more like 
ar ement than the paſt converſation has deen. 
[7 he bell is rung, a foatman enters , and goes out with 
the tea things, | | 

- Miſs FRANKLIN. 

T cannot wiſh for any entertainment that deprives 
us of the inſtruction which the converſation of the 
preſent company. always conveys, in which I learn 
ſentiments I hope never to forget. 
me a N. Je TrvRoOT. 

1 always lament loſing a moment which might 
be ſo well ſpent. 

I) Mys. Vernon. 

You are very polite young ladies, with ſuch a dif- 


7 diſpoſition your ſociety will be deſirable to people of 
_ Bi ages. But there is time for all things. Youth 


: 15 the ſeaſon for gaiety; enjoy it properly, only act 


ith diſcretion; then you may look forward to a 


eeacecable old age, unembittered by regret for 


75. 


iſpent time. 
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. THUROT. 


Pray, Miſs Vernon, did you go to maſs? 


| Miſs VERNON. | 

Not conſtantly ; but I ſometimes went, and was 
forced to attend all hours of devotion in the con- 
vent, except during the night, thoſe I was excuſed 
from. | 2 

Mrs. G. VERNON, [ia an agitation.] . 

And how did you like it? E 

Miſs VRR NOW. 

I was pleaſed with the ſolemnity of their wore; 
and ſtill, I muſt confeſs, my dear mamma, that [ 
rather fee! a bias towards a religion which, not- 
withſtanding the promiſes that were made to you 


to the contrary, thoſe who had the care of my edu- i 


cation took ſo much pains to inculcate; and had 
it not been for the urgent deſire I felt to return 


to England, I certainly ſhould have profeſſed my- 


ſelf a Roman Catholic; but I knew I ſhould by i 


this mean cut myſelf off from my family and 3 


deareſt connections, therefore, reſolved to reſt 


all importunities; and the levity of conduct which | 
I aſſumed, (though highly blameable) was thu = 


fs 
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far ſerviceable to me, that it left me little time to 
attend to any ſerious ſubject; for, except during 
| the time of divine ſervice, and whilſt I was receiv- 
ing grave lectures, I ſeldom thought on religion 


4 fart all. 


Mrs. G. Vernon. 
What a fortunate eſcape have you had. Oh, how 


my heart reproaches me for the danger 1 have ex- 


poſed you to! 


Mrs. VERNON, 
Do not, my dear daughter, afflict yourſelf too 


much for an error, which, I truſt, is not irre- 


parable, I hope, from the compariſon which Ce- 


cilia, now ſhe is of an age to diſtinguiſh, will be 


able to make between our rational ſervice and the 


unmeaning pageantry of the Romiſh Church, ſhe 


will eaſily incline to give preference to the former; 


and that we ſhall be able to eradicate the falſe pre- 


= judices ſhe has unhappily imbibed. 
N Miſs VER NO. 


Indeed, my dear grandmamma, I will with 


pleaſure attend to the inſtructions of you and the 


= 7-1 of my good friends. —] am very ignorant, but 


1 yield myſelf to your guidance, 
0 : Ars, 


— 
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MM. Vernon. 

Your friends will have pleaſure in the taſk; and 
I am thankful that you have but little more than 
1gnorance to overcome, How much worſe might it 

not have been? 185 4 % 

8 Mrs, G. 3 

In the midſt of my bitter regret, a happy proſ- 
pect preſents itſelf before me. Your advice, dear 


mother, ſhall in future have its due influence with 
me, and, I hope, with mine; and may Heaven 
grant you length of days for our comfort! 
Mrs. VERNON. 
Whilſt my life is ſpared, I wiſh to make i it as uſe. 
ful as poſſible. But, Whenever I go, there is no 
fear but your good ſenſe, which enables you to 
perceive your late error, will keep you in the pach 
you ſhould tread in, as much for your own ſake, 
as for theſe dear childrens whoſe guide you muſt be. 
Mafter Vernon. 


I do not know what ails me, but I am ready to 


* 


ery; and am ſorry for having been at times ſo pert 


to all my relations. 
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i 


Mrs. SELWYN-« 
Well faid, my dear boy, a fault handſomely ac- 
knowledged claims forgiveneſs, and I doubt not, 
your proving as great a comfort to us all as our 
beloved Cecilia. 5 | 
: Maſter VERNON. | 

Thank you aunt, for your good opinion, De- 
fire mamma to let me have two or three holidays, 
and I will not for a long time intrude on her good- 
neſs. : 
| Mrs. G. Vernon. 

Upon that condition I grant your requeſt; I 
I like to indulge you, | George, but muſt keep you 
more ſtrictly to your learning, for I fear cowing 
home ſo often has interfered with your Greek and 
Latin. 985 | | 
Maſter V ER NON. 


Not very much, mamma. But, indeed, I will 


A, 


SES a ro, 


take more pains in future. 
Mrs. SeLwy x, 
By way of compoling our ſpirits, what, ſay you 
to a few winuets ? our footman plays a decent 
fiddle; he is in the hall. | 
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8 ue. G. Vernon. | 

T am * to you for the propoſal, Fiſter, and 

hope my dear mother will gov he young People 
an applauding ſmile. 5 


| Mrs, Vernon. 
With pleaſure. Only to avoid catching cold 1 
will fit in my little parloar and look through the 


Slate door at them. 
Mrs. SELWYN. N 


Go then, my dears, and ſee that every thing is 
in readineſs, and deſire John to roſin his bow, for 


8 

I think you will exerciſe it. 9 
'. | 5 [7he young people all go out. 
Mrs. G. Vernon. . 


What-an undeſervedly happy woman am I! and 


how has this bleſt hour relieved my heart from agony 


too great to be long endured! 


Mrs. VERNON. 


Your future attention to your children's welfare 
will, I hope, enſure you a continuance of your 


preſent happy proſpects, and bleſs us in ei riſing 


| virtues. 7 
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| ] Mrs. SELWYN. | 
4 We ought with heart · felt thankfulneſs to acknow- 
e ledge, that all our preſent comfort ariſes from the 
| over-ruling hand of Providence; which alone pre- 
ſerved our dear child from abſolute perverſion. But 
[ let not any parent be encouraged from hence to 
e WH expoſe theirs to the ſame temptation, as they cannot 


know what the event may be. 


Mrs. VERNON. " 


Though this dear child had not been entirely 
neglected in her infancy from an idea of her being 
too young to receive religious inſtructions, yet what 


might have become of her when tranſported into 


root in her mind? 
[Enter a Footman. ] 


 FooTMaAN. 


me to tell you they are impatient to begin, 
Mrs. G. VERNON. 


Joes out,] Come, dear mother and ſiſter, let me 


lead you to a ſcene of innocent feſtivity. 


a foreign land, before any good principle had taken 


Ney thing is ready, madam, and the ladies beg | 
We will attend them immediately. Footman 


M. 


« lived | ' to | ſee : this 


day, in which my family are again collected, a 
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